Harley Davidson Electra Super Glide
1970 80 Bike Manual

Harley Davidson Electra Glide Super
Glide 1970-80: A Comprehensive Guide
to the Owner's Manual and Beyond

Owning a classic Harley-Davidson Electra Glide or Super Glide from the 1970s and 80s is a
dream for many motorcycle enthusiasts. These iconic machines represent a golden era of
American motorcycle design and engineering. However, understanding and maintaining
these beauties requires more than just a love for chrome and rumble. This comprehensive
guide delves into the importance of the Harley Davidson Electra Glide Super Glide
1970-80 bike manual, exploring its contents, the challenges of sourcing one, and
providing valuable insights into maintaining your classic Harley. We'll also cover crucial
aspects like Harley Davidson parts 1970s, vintage Harley Davidson repair, and the
overall Harley Davidson motorcycle maintenance.

Understanding the 1970-80 Harley-Davidson Electra
Glide/Super Glide Owner's Manual

The owner's manual for your vintage Harley-Davidson Electra Glide or Super Glide (often
referred to interchangeably during this period, with subtle differences between models) is
your bible. This isn't just a booklet; it's a roadmap to understanding the intricacies of your
machine, from routine maintenance to troubleshooting complex mechanical issues. A
genuine Harley Davidson Electra Glide Super Glide 1970 80 bike manual will detail:

» Specifications: Engine size, transmission type, electrical system details, and other
vital technical information.

e Operation: Starting procedures, shifting techniques, proper riding posture, and safe
operating practices.

e Maintenance: Regular servicing schedules, lubrication points, filter changes, and
other crucial maintenance tasks. This often includes specific torque specifications for
critical fasteners, vital for preventing damage.

* Troubleshooting: Common problems, their causes, and suggested solutions. This
section can save you time and money by helping you diagnose issues before they
become major problems.
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e Wiring Diagrams: Understanding the electrical system is crucial for diagnosing and
repairing electrical faults. These diagrams are invaluable.

Unfortunately, finding an original, pristine manual can be challenging. Many have been
lost, damaged, or simply worn out over time.

Sourcing Your Harley Davidson Electra Glide Super
Glide 1970-80 Bike Manual

Securing a Harley Davidson Electra Glide Super Glide 1970 80 bike manual might
require some detective work. Here are some avenues you can explore:

* Online Marketplaces: Websites like eBay and specialized vintage motorcycle parts
sites often have manuals for sale. Be prepared to pay a premium for a good
condition original.

* Harley-Davidson Dealerships: While less likely to have manuals for bikes this old,
it's worth inquiring. Some dealerships might have access to archived documentation
or be able to point you in the right direction.

e Motorcycle Forums and Communities: Online forums dedicated to Harley-
Davidsons are invaluable resources. Members often share information, tips, and
even scans or PDFs of manuals. This is a great place to find community-created
resources and connect with other owners of similar models.

e Vintage Motorcycle Parts Suppliers: Many specialist suppliers cater to classic
motorcycle owners. They may stock reproduction manuals or have leads on
originals.

The Importance of Regular Maintenance: A Key to
Longevity

Regular maintenance, as outlined in your Harley Davidson Electra Glide Super Glide
1970 80 bike manual, is paramount to keeping your classic Harley running smoothly.
Neglecting maintenance can lead to costly repairs down the line and even catastrophic
failures. Key maintenance tasks include:

 Oil and Filter Changes: Regular oil changes are crucial for engine lubrication and
longevity. The manual will specify the correct oil type and filter.

e Carburetion Adjustments: Maintaining proper carburetor function is vital for
optimal engine performance and fuel efficiency. This often requires specialized tools
and knowledge.

e Spark Plug Replacement: Worn spark plugs can significantly impact engine
performance and fuel economy. The manual will specify the correct type and gap.

* Brake Inspection and Adjustment: Regular brake inspections are essential for
rider safety. Ensure your brake pads are in good condition and your brakes are
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properly adjusted.
» Electrical System Checks: Check your battery, wiring, and lights regularly to
prevent electrical issues.

Remember that the precise maintenance schedule will depend on your riding habits and
environmental conditions. Always consult your manual for specific recommendations.
Accessing a reliable source for Harley Davidson parts 1970s is also crucial to ensure
you are using the correct components during maintenance.

Navigating the Challenges of Vintage Harley
Davidson Repair

Maintaining a classic Harley-Davidson presents unique challenges. Parts can be difficult to
source, and finding mechanics experienced with these older bikes can be challenging.
However, the satisfaction of keeping a piece of motorcycle history on the road is worth the
effort. Here are some helpful tips:

e Build a Network: Connect with other classic Harley owners and mechanics. They
can offer invaluable advice, parts leads, and even assistance with repairs.

e Learn Basic Mechanics: Familiarizing yourself with basic motorcycle maintenance
can save you time and money. Many online resources and books can help you learn
the basics.

* Invest in Tools: A good set of tools is essential for any motorcycle owner, but
especially for those working on older machines.

 Embrace the Process: Working on a classic Harley-Davidson is a labor of love.
Enjoy the process of learning and restoring your machine.

Conclusion

The Harley Davidson Electra Glide Super Glide 1970 80 bike manual is an
invaluable tool for any owner of these iconic motorcycles. While sourcing one may require
some effort, the rewards of understanding and maintaining your classic Harley far
outweigh the challenges. By understanding the contents of your manual, performing
regular maintenance, and building a network of fellow enthusiasts, you can keep your
vintage Harley running strong for years to come. Remember, it's a journey of passion and
dedication. Embrace the process, learn from the experience, and enjoy the ride!

FAQ

Q1: My manual is missing. Are there alternative resources?

Al: Yes, several options exist. Online forums dedicated to Harley-Davidsons are a great
starting point. You can often find scanned copies or PDFs of manuals shared by other

Harley Davidson Electra Super Glide 1970 80 Bike Manual
3



Harley Davidson Electra Super Glide 1970 80 Bike Manual

owners. Vintage motorcycle parts suppliers might also have reproduction manuals.

Q2: What's the difference between an Electra Glide and a Super Glide in the
1970s and 80s?

A2: The distinction was subtle during this period. Generally, the Electra Glide featured a
more luxurious touring setup, including things like a larger fairing and more comfortable
seating. The Super Glide was often presented as a sportier, less-laden model. However,
the lines blurred, and significant variation exists between models within a given year.
Always consult specifications from the year of your motorcycle for precise details.

Q3: How often should | service my classic Harley?

A3: The frequency of servicing depends on several factors, including your riding habits and
environmental conditions. Your manual provides a recommended schedule, but you should
plan for more frequent servicing than a modern bike might need, considering potential
wear and tear on older components.

Q4: Where can | find replacement parts for my 1970s Harley?

A4: Finding parts for vintage Harleys can be challenging. Online marketplaces like eBay,
specialized vintage parts suppliers, and swap meets are excellent starting points. Joining
online forums dedicated to classic Harleys can also lead you to valuable sources.
Remember to always verify parts authenticity.

Q5: Is it cheaper to restore or buy a newer Harley?

A5: This is highly dependent on many factors, including the condition of your existing bike,
the availability of parts, your mechanical skills, and the cost of purchasing a newer model.
A full restoration can easily exceed the purchase price of a newer bike.

Q6: What should I do if | encounter a mechanical issue | can't fix myself?

AG6: Seek assistance from a mechanic specializing in vintage Harleys. Online forums are
good places to find recommendations. Be prepared to pay more than for servicing a
modern machine due to the specialized skills and parts required.

Q7: Can | use modern parts on a vintage Harley?

A7: In some cases, yes, particularly for certain wear items. However, direct replacements
are not always available or advisable due to compatibility issues. Always prioritize genuine
vintage parts or high-quality reproductions to maintain originality and prevent unforeseen
mechanical issues.

Q8: How can |l increase the longevity of my classic Harley's engine?
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A8: Consistent adherence to the maintenance schedule detailed in your manual is vital.
Using high-quality lubricants, fuel, and parts will also contribute significantly to engine
longevity. Regular inspections and addressing any problems early will help prevent major
repairs.

Deciphering the Secrets: Your Guide to the Harley-
Davidson Electra Glide Super Glide 1970-80 Bike
Manual

The rumbling engine, the polished chrome, the strong presence - owning a classic Harley-
Davidson, especially an Electra Glide or Super Glide from the 1970s and 80s, is a
aspiration for many motorcycle enthusiasts. But this magnificent machine is more than
just a symbol of style; it's a piece of engineering that requires understanding and
adequate care. This is where the Harley-Davidson Electra Glide Super Glide 1970-80 bike
manual becomes crucial. It's the passport to unlocking the power of your classic ride and
maintaining it in top shape.

This article investigates into the importance of this manual, emphasizing its key aspects
and offering practical tips for employing it effectively. Think of the manual as a translator
between you and the complex mechanics of your motorcycle. It's not just a collection of
diagrams; it's a blueprint to successful maintenance and repair.

Understanding the Manual's Structure and Content:

The Harley-Davidson Electra Glide Super Glide 1970-80 bike manual isn't a simple read.
It's a detailed text that covers a vast array of matters. Expect to find sections on:

e Basic Operation and Controls: This section explains the fundamental components
of your motorcycle, including the starter system, braking systems, and throttle.
Understanding these basics is vital before you even attempt driving your bike.

e Routine Maintenance Procedures: This is perhaps the most valuable part of the
manual. It details the regular maintenance tasks you should undertake, such as
changing the oil, regulating the connections, and maintaining the intake system.
Observing these procedures will substantially increase the life of your motorcycle.

* Troubleshooting and Repairs: This section serves as your go-to when things
malfunction. It gives clear instructions for diagnosing and fixing common issues.
Learning to read the symptoms and use the solutions outlined in the manual is
essential.

e Wiring Diagrams and Schematics: The electrical system of a motorcycle can be
intricate to grasp. The manual contains detailed wiring diagrams that will help you in
diagnosing electrical issues. Understanding these diagrams is essential for efficient
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repairs.

e Parts Lists and Diagrams: Locating particular parts can be difficult. The manual
contains comprehensive parts lists and diagrams to assist you in identifying and
purchasing the right parts for your motorcycle.

Practical Implementation and Benefits:

Using the manual effectively requires a systematic approach. Start by acquainting yourself
with the table of contents. Then, zero in on the sections relevant to your current needs.
Don't hesitate to consult the manual frequently, even for seemingly insignificant tasks.

The advantages of using the manual are many:

e Cost Savings: Performing your own maintenance and repairs can save you a
substantial amount of funds compared to using a mechanic.

* Increased Understanding: Operating with the manual enhances your
understanding of your motorcycle's mechanics. This will enable you to carry out
more informed decisions regarding its care.

e Enhanced Safety: Consistent maintenance, as outlined in the manual, ensures
your motorcycle operates safely. This minimizes the risk of accidents.

Conclusion:

The Harley-Davidson Electra Glide Super Glide 1970-80 bike manual is more than just a
compilation of instructions; it's a essential resource for any operator of this vintage
motorcycle. By understanding its data and using its guidance, you can assure the
longevity and functionality of your machine, conserving money and improving your overall
operating experience.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: Where can | find a copy of the Harley-Davidson Electra Glide Super Glide
1970-80 bike manual?

Al: You can frequently find them online through marketplace sites, specific motorcycle
parts dealers, or even through Harley-Davidson showrooms themselves.

Q2: Are there any online resources that can complement the information in the
manual?

A2: Yes, many online groups dedicated to classic Harleys give valuable guidance and help.
Searching for specific model years and difficulties can often produce helpful conclusions.
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Q3: Is it crucial to fully comprehend every section of the manual?

A3: While optimal, it isn't completely necessary. Focus on the sections pertinent to your
current demands and gradually expand your understanding as you gain experience.

Q4: What if | can't find a manual for my specific year?

A4: Manuals for similar model years frequently have akin information. You might locate a
manual for a slightly earlier or newer year that's capably similar to aid you. Also, consider
consulting a professional expert.
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