
Democracy In America Everymans Library

Democracy in America: Everyman's Library Edition – A
Timeless Classic Revisited
Alexis  de  Tocqueville's  *Democracy  in  America*  remains  a  cornerstone  of  political  science  and
sociological thought. This Everyman's Library edition makes this monumental work accessible to a modern
readership, offering a valuable opportunity to engage with Tocqueville's insightful observations on
American democracy in the 19th century and their continuing relevance today. This article explores the
Everyman's Library edition, examining its key features, historical context, enduring insights, and
lasting impact.

Understanding Tocqueville's Masterpiece
*Democracy in America*, originally published in two volumes in 1835 and 1840, is more than just a
historical account; it's a profound analysis of the nascent American democratic experiment. Tocqueville,
a French aristocrat, traveled extensively across the United States, meticulously observing its political
institutions, social structures, and cultural norms. His observations weren't merely descriptive; he
sought to understand the mechanisms that propelled American democracy and the potential challenges it
faced. The Everyman's Library edition provides a readily available and affordable access point to this
seminal text, making Tocqueville's penetrating insights available to a wider audience than ever before.
Key themes explored in *Democracy in America Everymans Library* include the role of individualism, the
importance of local government (local governance), the power of associations, and the potential pitfalls
of majority tyranny.
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The Everyman's Library Edition: Accessibility and Value
The Everyman's Library is renowned for its commitment to publishing classic literature in accessible and
affordable formats. The *Democracy in America Everyman's Library* edition follows this tradition,
providing a well-produced, reasonably priced volume. While different editions may vary in their specific
features,  a  key  benefit  lies  in  its  compact  size  and  readability.  The  inclusion  of  a  thorough
introduction and notes contextualizing Tocqueville's work and its historical context is crucial for
modern readers. These additions help bridge the gap between 19th-century America and the contemporary
world, clarifying potential ambiguities and enriching the reader's understanding. Furthermore, the
Everyman's Library edition often offers a less intimidating entry point to this lengthy and complex work
than some more scholarly editions might. This makes the core text significantly more approachable for a
general audience seeking to engage with this crucial piece of political philosophy. (Tocqueville's
insights) are rendered even more valuable through this accessibility.

Key Themes and Enduring Relevance
Tocqueville's  analysis  focuses  on  several  key  themes  that  remain  remarkably  relevant  today.  His
exploration of American exceptionalism remains a subject of ongoing debate. He recognized the unique
nature of American democracy, highlighting factors such as its geographical expanse, its diverse
population, and its emphasis on individual liberty. However, he also cautioned against potential
dangers, such as the tyranny of the majority and the potential for social fragmentation. His insights
into the role of associations – voluntary organizations and civic groups – in a democratic society
continue to be profoundly influential. He saw these associations as crucial for mediating between
individuals and the state, fostering civic engagement, and preventing the concentration of power. His
observations on the relationship between democracy and equality, and the potential tension between
individual liberty and social cohesion, remain central to contemporary political discourse.



Democracy In America Everymans Library

Democracy In America Everymans Library

3

Style and Accessibility of the Everyman's Library Edition
The Everyman's Library edition generally prioritizes readability and accessibility. While Tocqueville's
writing can be dense at times, the editors typically strive to make the text as clear and comprehensible
as possible. The inclusion of helpful annotations, introductions, and potentially even a glossary of
terms greatly enhances the reader's experience, particularly for those unfamiliar with 19th-century
political and social contexts. This makes the seemingly daunting task of reading *Democracy in America*
far more manageable, offering a smoother and more enriching engagement with Tocqueville’s ideas. The
physical  format  itself—a  reasonably  sized  paperback—contributes  to  its  overall  accessibility  and
encourages consistent reading.

Conclusion: A Must-Read for Understanding Democracy
The Everyman's Library edition of *Democracy in America* offers a valuable and accessible gateway to one
of the most significant works in political science. Tocqueville's insights into the nature of American
democracy, its strengths, and its potential weaknesses remain strikingly relevant in the 21st century.
The clarity and affordability of the Everyman's Library edition make this masterpiece accessible to a
broad audience, encouraging a wider engagement with the fundamental questions Tocqueville posed about
the relationship between democracy, liberty, and equality. It provides a foundation for understanding
not  only  the  historical  trajectory  of  American  democracy  but  also  the  ongoing  challenges  and
opportunities that democratic societies face worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: Is the Everyman's Library edition a complete translation of *Democracy in America*?

A1: While the Everyman's Library edition strives for completeness, some editions may offer an abridged
version focusing on key excerpts or passages. It is important to check the specific details of the
edition  you  are  considering  to  confirm  its  completeness.  Many  editions  will  include  a  complete
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translation, however.

Q2: What is the target audience for this edition?

A2: The Everyman's Library edition is designed for a general readership, including students, scholars,
and anyone interested in political science, history, or sociology. It aims to make Tocqueville's work
accessible to a wider audience than highly specialized academic editions might.

Q3: How does this edition compare to other versions of *Democracy in America*?

A3: Different editions vary in their translations, annotations, and introductions. Some scholarly
editions provide more extensive notes and commentary, while others focus on a more straightforward
presentation  of  the  text.  The  Everyman's  Library  edition  generally  prioritizes  readability  and
accessibility, making it a good starting point for those new to Tocqueville's work.

Q4: What makes Tocqueville's analysis so enduring?

A4: Tocqueville’s insights are enduring because they address fundamental questions about human nature,
social  organization,  and  the  challenges  of  democratic  governance.  His  keen  observations  on
individualism, equality, and the role of civil society remain highly relevant to contemporary political
debates.

Q5: Are there any specific criticisms of Tocqueville's work?

A5: Yes, some critics point to limitations in Tocqueville's methodology and his potential biases
stemming from his aristocratic background and his focus primarily on white male perspectives. His
overlooking of the plight of enslaved people and marginalized groups within American society is a
significant and well-documented criticism.

Q6: How can I use this book in a classroom setting?

A6: The Everyman's Library edition is well-suited for undergraduate courses in political science,
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history, and sociology. It can be used as the primary text or as a supplementary reading. The accessible
format encourages classroom discussion and critical engagement with Tocqueville’s core arguments.

Q7: What are some practical applications of Tocqueville's ideas today?

A7: Tocqueville's insights on the importance of civic engagement, the role of associations, and the
potential  dangers  of  majority  tyranny  have  significant  implications  for  contemporary  democratic
societies. His work can inform strategies for strengthening democratic institutions, promoting civic
participation, and addressing social inequality.

Q8: Where can I purchase the Everyman's Library edition of *Democracy in America*?

A8: You can purchase the Everyman's Library edition of *Democracy in America* from major online
retailers like Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and directly from publishers carrying the Everyman's Library
imprint. You might also find it at local bookstores.

Delving  into  Tocqueville's  Masterpiece:  Democracy  in  America
(Everyman's  Library  Edition)
Democracy  in  America,  Alexis  de  Tocqueville's  classic  examination  of  early  19th-century  American
society, remains a pertinent and provocative text. This sharp analysis, readily available in the
accessible Everyman's Library edition, offers a exceptional perspective on the nascent American republic
and its democratic institutions. More than just a historical artifact, it provides a structure for
understanding the progression of democracy itself, its advantages, and its inherent challenges. This
article will examine the key themes of Tocqueville's work as presented in the Everyman's Library
edition, highlighting its enduring legacy and useful insights.

Tocqueville's journey to America wasn't a random one. Commissioned by the French government to study the
American penal system, he quickly understood that the true subject of his inquiry was the nation's
burgeoning democracy. His observations, meticulously documented and thoughtfully analyzed, form the core
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of  his  two-volume  work.  The  Everyman's  Library  edition,  with  its  clear  typeface  and  helpful
introduction,  makes  this  voluminous  work  readily  available  to  a  modern  public.

One of the most striking aspects of Tocqueville's analysis is his focus on the "tyranny of the
majority." He predicted the potential for democratic societies to quash minority opinions and restrict
individual liberties in the search of collective agreement. This isn't simply a alert against potential
despotism, but a nuanced examination of how the very systems of democracy can be twisted to undermine
its own ideals. He highlights the importance of offsetting forces, such as a free press and vibrant
civil society, to safeguard individual rights and prevent the rule of the majority.

Another important theme is Tocqueville's exploration of the role of associations in American society. He
observed the proliferation of voluntary organizations, from political parties to charitable groups, and
understood their vital role in fostering civic involvement and mitigating the potential for social
disunity. These associations, he argued, provided a crucial arena for citizens to hone their political
skills,  express  their  opinions,  and  collaborate  towards  common  goals.  This  observation  remains
strikingly relevant in today's increasingly divided political environment.

Furthermore, Tocqueville's work offers a engrossing glimpse into the nascent American character. He
examined the unique mixture of individualism and egalitarianism that he perceived as defining the
American spirit. He observed the emphasis on individual liberty and self-reliance, but also the risk for
these values to decay into isolation and a lack of social unity. This nuanced balance between individual
freedom and collective responsibility remains a central struggle in democratic societies worldwide.

Tocqueville’s writing style is characterized by its precision and insightful rigor. He avoids emotional
rhetoric,  instead  presenting  a  carefully  reasoned  argument  based  on  meticulous  observation  and
historical  background.  The  Everyman’s  Library  edition  makes  the  text  readily  accessible,  without
sacrificing the intellectual depth of the original work.

The Everyman's Library edition of Democracy in America serves as a valuable resource for students of
political science, history, and sociology. Its importance extends far beyond the 19th-century American
context, offering permanent insights into the challenges and opportunities inherent in democratic



Democracy In America Everymans Library

Democracy In America Everymans Library

7

governance. By understanding Tocqueville's conclusions, we can better address the complexities of our
own democratic societies and work towards a more equitable and sustainable future.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q: Is the Everyman's Library edition a good choice for reading Democracy in America?
A: Yes, the Everyman's Library edition provides an accessible and affordable way to engage with
this crucial text. Its clear typography and helpful introduction make it a good option for both
casual readers and serious scholars.

Q: What are the key takeaways from Tocqueville's work?
A: Key takeaways include the potential for the "tyranny of the majority," the importance of
associations  in  fostering  civic  engagement,  and  the  unique  interplay  of  individualism  and
egalitarianism  in  American  society.

Q: How is Tocqueville's work relevant today?
A: His analysis of the challenges of democratic governance, including the potential for social
fragmentation and the suppression of minority rights, remains highly relevant in today's involved
political landscape.

Q: What makes the Everyman's Library edition different from other versions?
A: Everyman's Library editions generally focus on providing accessible versions of classic texts.
This  usually  involves  clear  typography,  a  straightforward  presentation,  and  sometimes  an
introduction  providing  context.  They  are  not  typically  annotated  or  heavily  scholarly  editions.
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