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The world of numismatics, the study and collection of coins, medals, and paper money, holds a fascinating niche:
Presidential awards. This article delves into the authoritative numismatic references surrounding the Presidential Medal
of Appreciation, specifically focusing on those awarded between 1958 and 1963. This period represents a significant
era in American history, and understanding the nuances of these medals requires a deep dive into official records,
expert opinions, and careful examination of the medals themselves. We'll explore the medal's design, its historical
significance, its numismatic value, and the best resources for authentication and grading.

Understanding the Presidential Medal of Appreciation (1958-1963)
The Presidential Medal of Appreciation, while not as widely known as the Medal of Honor or the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, holds significant historical value. Awarded by the President of the United States, it recognizes exceptional
contributions and service to the nation, though the specific criteria varied over time. The period between 1958 and
1963 witnessed a significant geopolitical climate, including the Cold War, the Space Race, and the burgeoning Civil
Rights Movement. Therefore, the recipients of the medal during this era often reflect these turbulent yet transformative
times. While precise records for all recipients aren't always publicly accessible, dedicated research within numismatic
archives and official government documents can uncover valuable information.

### Design Variations and Identifying Features

The design of the Presidential Medal of Appreciation likely underwent subtle changes during this period. Variations in
the striking, the metal composition (often silver or bronze), and even minor details in the inscription can significantly
influence its numismatic value. Authenticating these medals requires expert knowledge and potentially the use of
specialized magnification tools and reference materials to pinpoint these subtle nuances. Many collectors meticulously
document these variances, creating valuable databases and photographic records to aid in identification.

### Historical Context and Significance of Recipients

Connecting the medals to their recipients adds immense depth to their numismatic significance. Researching the
individuals who received the Presidential Medal of Appreciation between 1958 and 1963 allows for a deeper
understanding of the political, social, and economic currents of the time. This research may involve exploring archival
records, biographical information, and historical accounts to paint a comprehensive picture of the awardee's
contributions to American society. For example, finding a medal awarded to a key figure in the early space program
adds a layer of excitement and potentially increases its value for collectors focused on that historical period.

Numismatic Value and Market Trends
The numismatic value of a Presidential Medal of Appreciation from 1958-1963 hinges on several factors. The rarity of
the medal, its condition (graded using standards such as those from the American Numismatic Association), and the
historical significance of the recipient all play critical roles. A pristine medal awarded to a highly influential figure
commands a much higher price than a heavily worn or damaged medal awarded to a lesser-known recipient.
Understanding current market trends and consulting with reputable numismatic experts before buying or selling such a
medal is crucial.

Authoritative Numismatic References and Resources
Establishing the authenticity and provenance of any historical artifact, including a Presidential Medal of Appreciation, is
paramount. Several resources provide essential information:

Numismatic Journals and Publications: Reputable publications such as *The Numismatist* and specialized
journals often publish articles on presidential medals, providing valuable insights and authentication guidance.
Auction Catalogues: Major numismatic auction houses meticulously document the medals they offer, providing
detailed descriptions, provenance information, and past sale records.
Expert Appraisers: Consulting experienced and reputable numismatic appraisers is crucial for accurate
authentication and valuation. Their expertise ensures informed decisions when dealing with such valuable items.
Online Numismatic Databases: While exercising caution is essential, several online databases provide
information and images of various medals, enabling cross-referencing and comparison.

Conclusion
The Presidential Medal of Appreciation, specifically those awarded between 1958 and 1963, represents a captivating
intersection of history and numismatics. Their value extends beyond monetary worth; they serve as tangible links to a
significant period in American history. Thorough research, access to authoritative numismatic references, and the
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guidance of experienced professionals are crucial for appreciating and preserving these important pieces of history.
Collectors should remember that diligent research and verification are critical in ensuring authenticity and making
informed decisions regarding these unique historical artifacts.

FAQ
Q1: How can I verify the authenticity of a Presidential Medal of Appreciation?

A1: Authenticating such a medal requires careful examination of its physical characteristics, comparing it to known
examples using reputable resources, and potentially seeking professional appraisal from a certified numismatist.
Closely inspect the metal, engravings, and markings for consistency with known examples. Discrepancies should raise
red flags. Photographic comparisons with archival images or reputable numismatic publications can also prove useful.

Q2: What factors influence the value of these medals?

A2: The medal's condition (grading), its rarity, the recipient's historical significance, and overall market demand all
significantly impact its value. A pristine medal awarded to a prominent historical figure commands a higher price than
a damaged medal from a lesser-known recipient.

Q3: Where can I find more information on recipients of the Presidential Medal of Appreciation during this
period?

A3: Government archives, historical societies, and university libraries often hold records of Presidential awards.
Biographical information on recipients can be found through these channels, adding historical context and value to the
medal. Online genealogical databases may also provide valuable information.

Q4: Are there any known fakes or reproductions of these medals?

A4: As with any collectible item, counterfeit medals exist. Careful examination and professional authentication are
crucial to avoid purchasing a forgery. Expert appraisal is highly recommended, particularly for high-value medals.

Q5: What resources are best for determining the market value of these medals?

A5: Auction records from reputable numismatic auction houses, consultation with experienced numismatic appraisers,
and tracking prices on specialized online marketplaces can help in determining the market value. Keep in mind that
values can fluctuate based on market trends and demand.

Q6: Can I insure a Presidential Medal of Appreciation?

A6: Yes, you can insure such a valuable collectible. Contact your homeowner's or renter's insurance provider, or a
specialized collector's insurance company, to discuss coverage options. Accurate valuation from a reputable
numismatist will be required for adequate insurance coverage.

Q7: What is the best way to store and preserve a Presidential Medal of Appreciation?

A7: Store the medal in a protective case or sleeve made of archival-quality materials to shield it from dust, moisture,
and scratches. Avoid exposure to extreme temperatures or direct sunlight. Proper storage ensures the long-term
preservation of its value and historical significance.

Authoritative Numismatic Reference: Presidential Medal of Appreciation Award Medals 1958-1963

The time between 1958 and 1963 witnessed a remarkable shift in the style and manufacture of the Presidential Medal
of Appreciation. This article delves into the reliable numismatic references necessary for accurately pinpointing and
assessing these captivating artifacts of American history. Understanding these medals demands more than just a
superficial glance; it entails a thorough grasp of their development and the nuances that separate authentic medals
from fakes.

The primary challenge lies in the scarcity of a single, complete manual dedicated solely to these medals. Instead,
collectors must utilize a array of resources, each presenting incomplete data. This requires a organized approach to
research, combining information from several sources.

One essential initial point is the catalogs and price guides published by principal numismatic associations like the
American Numismatic Association (ANA). While these works may not consistently devote a substantial portion to the
Presidential Medal of Appreciation, they often contain pertinent items within their broader coverage of presidential
awards. Paying close attention to the descriptions, details, and images is critical.

Furthermore, niche numismatic publications and digital communities devoted to awards and medals supply invaluable
information. These channels frequently host essays by specialists in the field, sharing their expertise on verification,
grading, and valuation. Actively taking part in these communities can provide access to a plenty of shared wisdom.

Another necessary instrument is the inspection of sale records. By studying the descriptions and pictures of medals
sold at reputable events, numismatists can gain a feeling of market values and identify variations in state and design.
This study requires a keen eye for accuracy and an knowledge of likely fakes.

Finally, referring to with skilled numismatists and sellers can prove priceless. Their knowledge in verifying medals and
assessing their worth can prevent numismatists from making pricey blunders.
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In summary, building an authoritative numismatic reference for Presidential Medal of Appreciation award medals from
1958 to 1963 requires a multifaceted strategy. By merging knowledge from several resources, and leveraging the
knowledge of knowledgeable professionals, enthusiasts can develop a deep knowledge of these valuable pieces of
American past.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: Where can I find images of these medals?

A1: Internet archives like those of the ANA, along with auction catalogs and focused numismatic sites, frequently
include pictures of the Presidential Medal of Appreciation.

Q2: How can I tell if a medal is genuine?

A2: Thorough analysis of the medal's characteristics, including substance, mass, stamps, and inscription, is necessary.
Comparing it with pictures from trustworthy sources is also essential. Expert evaluation may be required.

Q3: What factors influence the price of these medals?

A3: Elements such as condition (including any wear), scarcity, history (documented chain of ownership), and overall
desirability all impact to the medal's market value.

Q4: Are there any books specifically about these medals?

A4: While no single book is solely dedicated to Presidential Medals of Appreciation from 1958-1963, pertinent
information can be discovered in broad numismatic references and specialized publications on awards and decorations.
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