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How to Play and Win at Craps: A Las
Vegas Dealer's Secrets

The flashing lights, the cacophony of cheering and groans, the crisp snap of the dice - craps in
Las Vegas is an electrifying experience. But beneath the surface excitement lies a game of skill
and strategy. This isn't just about luck; understanding the game and employing smart tactics
can significantly improve your chances of winning. As a seasoned Las Vegas craps dealer, I've
witnessed countless players come and go, and I'm here to share the secrets to maximizing your
enjoyment and potentially your winnings. This insider's perspective will cover craps strategy,
craps betting strategies, dice control, and understanding craps odds, giving you a
significant edge at the table.

Understanding the Basics: Craps for Beginners

Before diving into advanced techniques, let's cover the fundamental aspects of craps. The
game centers around rolling two dice. The initial roll, called the "come-out roll," determines the
outcome of several bets. A 7 or 11 on the come-out roll is an automatic win for the "Pass Line"
bet (the most common bet). A 2, 3, or 12 is an immediate loss. Any other number becomes the
"point." The shooter (the player rolling the dice) then continues rolling until they either roll the
point again (a win) or roll a 7 (a loss). This is a simplified explanation, and there are many other
bets available, each with its own payout and odds.

e Pass Line Bet: This is the fundamental bet in craps. You bet that the shooter will roll a 7
or 11 on the come-out roll or make the point before rolling a 7.

e Don't Pass Line Bet: This is the opposite of the Pass Line bet. You win if the shooter
rolls a 2 or 3 on the come-out roll, or if they roll a 7 before making the point. A 12 on the
come-out roll is a push (neither win nor lose).

e Come Bet: This bet functions similarly to the Pass Line bet, but it's placed after the point
has been established.

e Don't Come Bet: This mirrors the Don't Pass Line bet, but is placed after the point.

Mastering Craps Strategy: Beyond the Basics

Many believe craps is purely a game of chance, but that's far from the truth. Effective craps
strategy involves understanding the odds and managing your bankroll. One crucial aspect is
bet selection. While the Pass Line and Don't Pass Line bets offer relatively good odds,
understanding the payouts and house edge of other bets is vital.
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For example, the "Place Bets" (betting on a specific number to be rolled before a 7) offer
decent odds, but the "Hard Way" bets (betting on a specific number to be rolled with doubles)
have a significantly higher house edge. Knowing which bets to avoid is as important as knowing
which ones to make.

Another critical element is bankroll management. Never bet more than you can afford to lose.
Set a budget before you start playing and stick to it. Consider using a betting system like the
Martingale system (doubling your bet after every loss) or the Paroli system (doubling your bet
after every win), but be aware that these systems carry inherent risks and aren't guaranteed to
win.

Dice Control: The Myth and the Reality

The idea of dice control—influencing the outcome of the dice roll—is a popular topic among
craps players. While completely controlling the dice is highly unlikely, subtle techniques can
help you improve consistency and potentially reduce the variance of your rolls. This involves
proper gripping, throwing technique, and aiming for specific areas on the craps table. Many
resources are available online that detail these techniques, but remember, consistent practice
is crucial. However, even with excellent technique, the house edge remains.

Crucially, don't be misled: dice control is not a guaranteed win strategy; it's merely a way to
potentially improve your consistency and manage variance. The house always has an edge,
and this remains true even with practiced dice control.

Analyzing Craps Odds: Understanding the House Edge

Understanding the craps odds is fundamental to making informed decisions. Each bet has a
different house edge, which represents the casino's long-term advantage. The Pass Line and
Don't Pass Line bets have some of the lowest house edges in the casino, making them popular
choices. However, some side bets have significantly higher house edges, meaning the casino's
advantage is greater. Understanding these differences is crucial to selecting bets that align
with your risk tolerance and gaming goals.

Before you sit down at the table, take some time to research the house edge of various bets.
This knowledge will help you make more informed decisions and avoid bets with exceptionally
high house edges, thus improving your chances of extending your playing time.

Conclusion: A Craps Dealer's Final Advice

Craps is a thrilling game, and while luck plays a significant role, strategic thinking and
understanding the game's mechanics can significantly impact your experience and potential
winnings. By mastering the basics, selecting bets wisely, managing your bankroll effectively,
and understanding the odds, you can improve your chances of having a positive outcome.
Remember, always gamble responsibly, and never chase losses. Consider craps a form of
entertainment, and enjoy the thrill of the game. The most important thing is to have fun!
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: What is the best bet in craps?

Al: The Pass Line and Don't Pass Line bets generally offer the lowest house edge, making them
attractive choices for many players. However, the best bet for you will depend on your risk
tolerance and gaming style.

Q2: Can you really control the dice in craps?

A2: While complete control is impossible, skilled players can use techniques to influence the
outcome to a minor degree. This focuses more on improving consistency and managing
variance, rather than guaranteeing wins. It takes immense practice and dedication to even
marginally influence the outcome.

Q3: What's the most important thing to remember when playing craps?

A3: Manage your bankroll effectively. Set a budget before you start and stick to it. Never chase
losses, and remember that gambling should be viewed as entertainment, not a way to make
money.

Q4: What are some common mistakes beginners make in craps?

A4: Beginners often make impulsive bets without understanding the odds. They might also bet
too much too quickly and fail to manage their bankroll effectively. Finally, not understanding
the rules thoroughly can lead to costly mistakes.

Q5: Are there any systems guaranteed to win at craps?

A5: No betting system can guarantee a win at craps or any casino game. The house always has
an edge. Systems might offer temporary streaks of luck, but they are not foolproof.

Q6: How can | improve my chances of winning at craps?

A6: By studying the odds, managing your bankroll effectively, selecting bets wisely (favoring
those with lower house edges), and practicing consistent game strategy. However, remember
that even with perfect strategy, the house maintains a long-term advantage.

Q7: Where can | learn more about craps strategy and betting systems?

A7: Many online resources, books, and even videos explain craps rules, betting options, and
strategies in great detail. Look for reputable sources with proven strategies rather than get-
rich-quick schemes.

Q8: What is the role of the dealer in craps?

A8: The dealer manages the game, ensures fair play, handles the dice, collects and pays out
bets, and explains the rules to new players. They are also there to answer any questions
players may have regarding the game.
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Hello| Greetings| Salutations, fellow gamblers| high rollers| casino enthusiasts! For years|
decades| a lifetime, I've watched| observed| witnessed the drama| excitement| chaos unfold on
the craps table, dealing cards| rolling dice| managing the game from the heart of the Las Vegas
strip| casino| gaming floor. I've seen fortunes made| dreams shattered| lives changed in the
blink of an eye| flick of a wrist| roll of the dice. And let me tell you, while Lady Luck plays a role|
holds sway| has her hand, there's definitely more to winning at craps than just hope| luck|
chance.

This article will unveil| reveal| expose some insider secrets, tricks| strategies| techniques I've
learned| gathered| picked up over the years| decades| ages of spinning the dice| dealing the
game| witnessing the action. We'll explore| examine| investigate the various bets| different
wagers| array of options, and I'll share| reveal| impart some wisdom| knowledge| insights that
will increase your odds| boost your chances| improve your win rate. Remember, the house
always has an advantage| edge| upper hand, but smart play| skillful betting| strategic wagering
can significantly tip the scales| shift the odds| alter your fortune in your favor| direction|
benefit.

Understanding the Basics: The Pass Line and Don't Pass

First things first| let's start with| we need to cover the fundamentals. The most popular|
common| widespread bets in craps are the Pass Line and Don't Pass. The Pass Line bet wins|
pays out| is successful if the shooter| roller| player rolls a 7 or 11 on their initial roll| come-out
roll| first throw. A 2, 3, or 12 is a loss| craps| failure - what we call "crapping out." Any other
number becomes the "point." The shooter must roll the point again before rolling a 7 to win|
succeed| triumph. The Don't Pass bet is essentially the opposite| inverse| counterpart. You win|
collect| profit if the shooter rolls a 2 or 3. A7 or 11 is a loss| failure| defeat. Any other number
establishes the point, and you win| triumph| succeed if the shooter rolls a 7 before the point.
The 12 is typically a push| stand-off| tie on the Don't Pass bet, although the rules vary slightly|
depending on the casino| from one casino to another.

Beyond the Basics: Exploring Other Bets

While the Pass Line and Don't Pass are the gateway| entry point| foundation to craps, the
game’s| table's| casino’s true beauty| appeal| attraction lies in its variety| diversity| range of
other bets| additional wagers| alternative options. There are come bets| place bets| buy
bets—which allow you to bet on specific numbers coming up before a 7—and odds bets| prop
bets| side bets offering different payouts| returns| winnings based on the outcome| results|
consequences of the roll. However, be warned| exercise caution| proceed with care. These
alternative bets| additional wagers| side bets often have a higher house edge| greater risk|
increased potential for losses than the Pass Line and Don't Pass.

Bankroll Management: A Crucial Element

This is where experience| wisdom| insight truly counts| matters| pays off. Regardless of your
strategy| method| approach, successful gambling| consistent winning| long-term profitability
depends heavily on responsible bankroll management| prudent budgeting| effective financial
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planning. Never bet more than you can afford to lose| comfortably handle| tolerate. Set a
budget| limit| ceiling beforehand and stick to it. Winning streaks| lucky runs| periods of good
fortune can be intoxicating| heady| exhilarating, but they don't last forever| indefinitely|
eternally. Similarly, losing streaks are inevitable| unavoidable| certain - they're part of the
game| experience| nature of the beast.

Observing and Adapting: The Art of the Game

Craps isn't just about chance| luck| probability; it's also about observation| assessment|
evaluation. Pay attention| observe closely| watch carefully to the shooter's| roller's| player's
rolls| throws| tosses. Some shooters have hot streaks| lucky runs| periods of good fortune,
while others consistently "crap out." While you can't predict| foresee| anticipate the future,
recognizing patterns| observing trends| analyzing results can inform your decisions| guide your
choices| influence your betting. Be flexible| adaptable| responsive - don't hesitate to adjust
your bets| change your strategy| modify your approach based on what you see.

Conclusion:

Winning at craps requires a blend| is a combination of| demands a balance of skill| strategy|
knowledge, discipline| patience| control, and a little bit of luck| good fortune| chance. By
understanding the game| mastering the basics| knowing the rules, managing your bankroll|
budgeting effectively| planning carefully, and adapting to the flow| responding to the rhythm|
reacting to the circumstances of the game, you can significantly improve your odds| increase
your chances| better your prospects of leaving the casino a winner| victorious| successful
gambler. Remember to gamble responsibly| play within your means| limit your spending and
always have fun| enjoy the experience| make memories.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. What's the best bet in craps? The Pass Line bet generally offers the lowest house edge|
best odds| most favorable terms, making it a good starting point| solid foundation| wise choice
for beginners.

2. Should I always bet the odds? Betting the odds behind your Pass Line or Come bets is a
smart move| excellent decision| prudent strategy as it reduces the house edge| improves your
odds| increases your chances without affecting the initial bet’s payout| returns| winnings.

3. How can | avoid losing too much money? Strict bankroll management| budgeting|
financial planning is essential| crucial| paramount. Set a limit and stick to it, regardless of wins
or losses. Never chase your losses.

4. Is there a system to win at craps? While there's no guaranteed system| foolproof
method| foolproof strategy to always win| consistently win| constantly win, understanding the
game’s mechanics| rules of play| basic principles and applying sound strategies| using smart
techniques| making calculated wagers will certainly help improve your overall results.
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