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America
Acing the AP US History Unit 2 test requires a deep
understanding  of  colonial  America,  from  its  initial
settlement  to  the  burgeoning  revolutionary  fervor.
This  article  provides  a  comprehensive  guide  to
mastering  this  crucial  period,  offering  strategies  for
studying  effectively  and  understanding  the  key
concepts often tested. While we won't provide direct
"APUSH Unit 2 test answers," we will equip you with
the  knowledge  and  resources  to  confidently  tackle
any questions related to colonial America, British
colonial policies, the Enlightenment's impact on
the  colonies,  religious  developments  in  the
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colonies,  and the growing tensions leading to
revolution.

Understanding  APUSH  Unit  2:
Key Concepts and Themes
APUSH Unit 2 typically covers the period from the
late 17th century through the mid-18th century. This
era  witnessed the expansion of  British  colonies  in
North  America,  significant  social,  economic,  and
political changes, and the seeds of revolution being
sown. Mastering this period hinges on understanding
several key concepts:

### British Colonial Policies and their Impact

This section focuses on the various policies enacted
by the British government to control and govern its
American colonies. Understanding mercantilism, the
Navigation Acts, and the impact of salutary neglect is
vital  for  comprehending the colonial  economy and
the  growing  tensions  between  Britain  and  its
American subjects. You'll need to analyze how these
policies  affected different  colonial  regions  and social
groups. For instance, how did the mercantilist system
impact the economic development of New England
compared  to  the  Southern  colonies?  Consider  the
differing perspectives of colonists depending on their
economic ties to Britain. This analysis will be crucial
for answering questions on your APUSH Unit 2 test.
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### The Development of Colonial Society

Explore the diverse social structures that emerged in
the  British  colonies.  Analyze  the  roles  of  different
groups  –  including  indentured  servants,  enslaved
Africans,  Native  Americans,  and  various  European
immigrant  groups  –  and  how  their  interactions
shaped colonial society. This involves understanding
the  different  colonial  regions  and their  unique social
dynamics.  Were  the  social  structures  similar  in
Massachusetts Bay Colony and Virginia? How did the
institution of slavery evolve and what were its social
and  economic  consequences?  Answering  these
questions will demonstrate a thorough understanding
of this crucial period.

### Religious and Intellectual Developments

The  Enlightenment  significantly  impacted  colonial
thought,  paving  the  way  for  revolutionary  ideas.
Analyze  the  impact  of  Enlightenment  thinkers  like
John Locke on colonial political thought. Consider the
role of religion in shaping colonial society, examining
the  differences  between  various  religious  groups
(e.g.,  Puritans,  Quakers,  Anglicans)  and  their
influence on the development of colonial institutions.
Understanding the Great Awakening and its impact
on  religious  diversity  is  also  essential.  This  topic
forms a crucial part of any comprehensive review for
your APUSH Unit 2 test.
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### Growing Tensions and the Path to Revolution

This section requires an understanding of the events
leading up to the American Revolution. Analyze the
various acts passed by the British Parliament (e.g.,
Stamp Act, Townshend Acts, Intolerable Acts) and the
colonial responses. Understanding the philosophical
arguments  for  independence,  as  reflected  in
documents like the Declaration of Independence, is
vital.  Analyze  the  role  of  key  figures  like  Benjamin
Franklin,  Patrick  Henry,  and  Samuel  Adams  in
shaping revolutionary sentiment. A strong grasp of
this  will  help  you  answer  complex  questions
concerning the causes of the American Revolution on
your APUSH Unit 2 test.

Effective  Study  Strategies  for
APUSH Unit  2
Successfully  navigating  the  APUSH  Unit  2  test
requires more than simply memorizing facts. Develop
a comprehensive study plan that incorporates several
strategies:

Active  Reading:  Don't  just  passively  read
your  textbook.  Take  notes,  highlight  key
concepts, and summarize key events in your
own words.
Practice Questions: Utilize practice tests and
quizzes available online and in your textbook to
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assess your understanding of the material.
Primary  Source  Analysis:  Familiarize
yourself  with  key  primary  sources  from this
period,  such  as  letters,  pamphlets,  and  official
documents.  Analyze  these  sources  for  their
historical significance and context.
Create  timelines  and  visual  aids:
Organizing  information  chronologically  helps
solidify your understanding. Visual aids such as
maps  and  charts  can  also  help  you  grasp
complex relationships.
Study groups: Collaborate with classmates to
discuss  concepts,  practice  explaining  them,
and test each other's understanding.

Utilizing Resources for Success
Many resources can assist you in mastering APUSH
Unit  2.  Your  textbook,  class  notes,  and  online
resources  like  Khan Academy and College Board's
website  provide  valuable  information  and  practice
materials.  Remember  to  leverage  these  resources
effectively  and don't  hesitate  to  ask  your  teacher  or
tutor for clarification if needed.

Conclusion:  Preparing  for
Success on Your APUSH Unit 2
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Test
Mastering  APUSH  Unit  2  requires  a  thorough
understanding  of  the  key  concepts  and  themes
discussed  above.  By  employing  effective  study
strategies,  utilizing  available  resources,  and
practicing consistently, you can significantly improve
your chances of success on the test. Remember, it's
about  comprehending  the  historical  context,
analyzing  different  perspectives,  and  constructing  a
coherent narrative of this pivotal period in American
history.  Focus  on  understanding  *why*  events
happened, not just *what* happened. This will be the
key to unlocking higher scores on your exam.

FAQ:  Addressing  Common
APUSH  Unit  2  Questions
Q1: What is the significance of mercantilism in
the context of APUSH Unit 2?

A1: Mercantilism was the dominant economic theory
of the time, shaping the relationship between Britain
and  its  American  colonies.  It  held  that  a  nation's
wealth  was  best  measured  by  its  gold  and  silver
reserves, thus requiring a favorable balance of trade.
Colonies  existed  to  serve  the  mother  country,
provid ing  raw  mater ia ls  and  markets  for
manufactured goods. This system led to restrictions
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on colonial  trade through acts  like  the  Navigation
Acts,  fostering resentment  and contributing to  the
growing tensions that ultimately led to revolution.

Q2:  How  did  the  Enlightenment  impact  the
American colonies?

A2:  The  Enlightenment's  emphasis  on  reason,
individual  rights,  and  natural  law  profoundly
influenced colonial thought. Thinkers like John Locke,
whose  ideas  on  natural  r ights  and  l imited
government,  significantly  impacted  the  colonists'
understanding of their relationship with Britain. These
ideas provided the philosophical foundation for the
American Revolution.

Q3: What were the major causes of the French
a n d  I n d i a n  W a r ,  a n d  w h a t  w e r e  i t s
consequences for the American colonies?

A3:  The  French  and  Indian  War  stemmed  from
competition between Britain and France for control of
North America. The war's outcome, a British victory,
significantly  altered  the  relationship  between  Britain
and its American colonies. The immense cost of the
war  led  to  increased  British  taxation  and  tighter
control over the colonies, sparking colonial resistance
and  ultimately  contributing  to  the  American
Revolution.

Q4:  What  is  the  significance  of  the  Great
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Awakening  in  APUSH  Unit  2?

A4:  The  Great  Awakening,  a  religious  revival
movement, profoundly impacted colonial society. It
emphasized  emotional  religious  experience  and
challenged established religious authority. This led to
increased religious diversity and a sense of shared
American identity that  transcended denominational
differences,  also  contributing  to  the  developing
revolutionary  spirit.

Q5:  How did  different  colonial  regions  develop
distinct economies and social structures?

A5:  The  geography  and  climate  of  different  colonial
regions shaped their economies. New England, with
its rocky soil, developed a diversified economy based
on  fishing,  shipbuilding,  and  trade.  The  Southern
colonies,  with  their  fertile  land,  developed  an
agrarian  economy  largely  dependent  on  enslaved
labor to cultivate cash crops like tobacco and rice.
These  economic  differences  led  to  distinct  social
hierarchies  and  power  structures.

Q6: What role did salutary neglect play in the
development of colonial America?

A6: Salutary neglect  refers to the British policy of
relaxed enforcement of strict mercantilist policies in
the American colonies during the early 18th century.
This  period  of  relative  autonomy  allowed  colonial
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governments to develop their  own institutions and
practices, fostering a sense of self-governance and
contributing  to  the  later  resistance  to  British
authority. However, the end of salutary neglect was a
significant factor contributing to colonial grievances.

Q7: What were the key arguments presented in
the Declaration of Independence?

A7: The Declaration of Independence articulated the
colonists' grievances against British rule and asserted
their right to self-governance. It presented arguments
based  on  natural  rights  philosophy,  asserting  that
governments  derive  their  just  powers  from  the
consent of the governed and that people have the
right to alter or abolish governments that become
destructive of their rights.

Q8:  How  did  colonial  resistance  to  British
policies evolve over time?

A8: Colonial resistance to British policies began with
petitions and boycotts,  escalating to more forceful
measures like protests, riots, and eventually armed
rebellion. This escalation was fueled by increasingly
restrictive British policies and the colonists’ growing
sense of self-identity and political consciousness. The
development of revolutionary ideas and organization
played a key role in this escalation.
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Navigating  the  Labyrinth:  A
Comprehensive Guide to APUSH
Unit 2 Test Success
Approaching the AP US History Unit 2 exam can seem
like  navigating  a  challenging  maze.  This  period,
spanning  from  1620  to  1763,  is  packed  with
important  events  and  nuanced  shifts  in  American
society. But fear not, aspiring historians! This article
serves  as  your  map  through  this  historically
significant landscape, offering insights and strategies
to master your APUSH Unit 2 test.

The fundamental obstacle of this unit lies in its scope.
It encompasses the establishment of thirteen distinct
colonies,  each  with  its  own  special  traits.  We're
talking  about  diverse  economies,  communal
structures,  and  administrat ive  systems.
Understanding  these  variations  is  critical  to
competently  navigating  the  test.

Key Themes and Concepts for APUSH Unit 2:

Instead of simply recalling dates and names (though
that's  necessary  too!),  focus  on  the  fundamental
themes  that  unite  these  events.  Here  are  some
essential concepts to understand:

Colonial  Economies:  Analyze  the  differences
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between  the  New  England,  Middle,  and
Southern  colonies.  How did  their  geographic
locat ions  and  resources  shape  their
economies?  Consider  the  role  of  agriculture,
trade,  and  enslavement  in  each  region.
Understanding the monetary drivers will  help
you interpret many of the historical events.

Social  Structures:  Explore  the  stratified
nature of colonial society. How did race, class,
and  religion  determine  social  status  and
chance?  The  relationship  between  different
social  groups  is  a  constant  theme.

Political Development: Trace the evolution of
colonial  governments,  from  their  initial
dependence  on  the  English  crown  to  their
increasing  autonomy.  Study  the  role  of
representative assemblies  and the escalating
tensions between colonial legislatures and the
British government. This sets the stage for the
later revolutionary period.

Religious  and  Cultural  Development:
Examine the variety of  the colonies and the
role of religion in shaping social and political
l i fe.  Consider  the  impact  of  the  Great
Awakening,  a  era  of  religious  rebirth,  on
colonial society.

Native  American  Interactions:  Assess  the
intricate  relationship  between  European
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colonists  and  Native  American  populations.
Examine  the  outcomes  of  colonization  for
Native  Americans,  including  displacement,
disease,  and  conflict.

Strategies for Test Preparation:

Active Reading:  Don't  just  passively review
your  textbook.  Actively  engage  with  the
material  by  taking  notes,  summarizing  key
concepts, and asking yourself questions.

Practice Questions:  Use practice  tests  and
assessments to gauge your understanding and
identify areas where you need to concentrate.
Many online  resources  offer  practice  questions
for APUSH.

Create Outlines and Timelines:  Organizing
the  informat ion  chronological ly  and
thematically  will  help  you  connect  the  dots
between  events  and  understand  the  overall
narrative.

Use  Primary  Sources:  Studying  primary
sources  such  as  letters,  d iar ies,  and
government documents will give you a deeper
grasp of the historical context.

Study Groups: Partnering with classmates can
be  a  excellent  way  to  review  material  and
strengthen your understanding.
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Conclusion:

Successfully  navigating  the  APUSH  Unit  2  exam
requires a methodical approach that integrates active
learning, thorough review, and a deep understanding
of the core themes. By focusing on the underlying
causes and outcomes of events, and by mastering
the connections between different aspects of colonial
life,  you can convert  your  anxiety  into  assurance.
Remember, it's not just about rote learning; it's about
understanding the history and its significance.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1:  What  is  the  best  way  to  study  for  the
APUSH Unit 2 test?

A1:  A  combination  of  active  reading,  practice
questions,  creating  timelines  and  outlines,  and
utilizing  primary  sources  is  the  most  successful
approach.  Forming  a  study  group  can  also
significantly  benefit  your  learning.

Q2: How much weight does Unit 2 carry on the
APUSH exam?

A2:  While  the  weighting  of  specific  units  can  vary
slightly from year to year, Unit 2 generally represents
a substantial portion of the overall exam. Therefore,
thorough preparation is crucial.
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Q3: Are there any helpful online resources for
APUSH Unit 2?

A3:  Yes,  many  websites  offer  practice  questions,
study guides, and primary source documents. Check
out  resources  like  Khan Academy,  College Board's
website, and various APUSH review books.

Q4: What are some common pitfalls to avoid?

A4:  Relying  solely  on  memorization  without
understanding the context, neglecting primary source
analysis, and not practicing with enough past papers
are typical pitfalls.

By following these strategies and focusing on the key
concepts, you will  be well-prepared to conquer the
challenges of the APUSH Unit 2 test and attain your
academic aspirations.
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