
Us Army Medals Awards And Decorations The
Complete List

US Army Medals, Awards, and Decorations: The
Complete List
The United States Army boasts a rich history, and its tradition of recognizing valor, service, and achievement is
reflected in its extensive system of medals, awards, and decorations. This comprehensive guide delves into the
complete list, exploring the different categories, eligibility criteria, and significance of each honor. Understanding
this system offers invaluable insight into the sacrifices and dedication of Army personnel throughout the years. We'll
cover everything from the highly coveted Medal of Honor to lesser-known awards, providing a thorough overview of
this complex yet fascinating subject.

Understanding the US Army's Awards System
The US Army's system of medals, awards, and decorations is highly structured and hierarchical. It distinguishes
between decorations for valor, merit, and service, each representing a specific level of achievement or sacrifice. This
system, often referred to as the military awards system, is meticulously designed to accurately reflect the
contributions of soldiers. Key aspects of this system include the specific criteria for each award, the process for
nomination and approval, and the significance of each decoration in reflecting military service and heroism. The
complete list is extensive, encompassing hundreds of individual awards.

### Categories of Army Awards
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The awards can be broadly categorized into several groups, including:

Decorations for Valor: These are awarded for acts of heroism and bravery in combat. The most prestigious is
the Medal of Honor, followed by the Distinguished Service Cross, Silver Star, and Bronze Star Medal with "V"
device (for valor).
Decorations for Merit: Awarded for exceptional performance of duty, often in non-combat situations.
Examples include the Legion of Merit, Distinguished Service Medal, and Meritorious Service Medal. These
awards recognize outstanding contributions to the Army.
Service Medals: These acknowledge participation in specific campaigns, wars, or expeditions. Examples
include the Vietnam Service Medal, the Iraq Campaign Medal, and the Afghanistan Campaign Medal. These
medals serve as a record of an individual's operational history.
Campaign and Service Ribbons: These are smaller versions of medals and ribbons, and often denote
participation in specific campaigns or operations, supplementing the more significant medals.
Badges and Tabs: These are not strictly medals but represent specific skills, achievements, or qualifications,
such as combat infantryman badges, parachutist badges, and expert marksmanship badges. These are crucial
for denoting expertise and specialized training.

The Most Prestigious Awards: A Closer Look
The Medal of Honor stands as the highest military decoration awarded by the United States. It's presented for
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty. The Distinguished
Service Cross (Army), the second highest award, recognizes extraordinary heroism in connection with military
operations against an armed enemy. The Silver Star is awarded for gallantry in action against an enemy of the
United States. These military decorations represent the pinnacle of achievement within the Army's awards system.

Accessing the Complete List and Award Descriptions
While a completely exhaustive, instantly searchable "complete list" in a single online document is difficult due to the
sheer volume and nuances of each award, several resources provide detailed information:
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The Institute of Heraldry: The official source for all US Army insignia, including medals, ribbons, and
badges. Their website provides images and basic descriptions.
Army Regulation 600-8-22: This regulation details the award criteria, eligibility, and proper wear of all Army
decorations. It’s a vital resource for both soldiers and researchers.
Online Databases: Several websites dedicated to military history and awards offer searchable databases with
detailed information on various medals, awards, and decorations. However, always verify information with
official sources.

Significance and Impact of Army Awards
Beyond the tangible recognition, Army medals, awards, and decorations hold immense symbolic weight. They serve
as:

Public Acknowledgement of Service and Sacrifice: Awards publicly honor the bravery and dedication of
soldiers, raising awareness of their contributions.
Motivational Tools: The possibility of receiving an award provides strong motivation for soldiers to excel in
their duties.
Historical Records: Awards form a valuable part of military history, documenting individual and unit
achievements across conflicts and eras.
Employment Advantages: Certain awards and decorations can positively impact veteran employment
opportunities, highlighting skills and experiences.

Conclusion
The US Army's system of medals, awards, and decorations represents a complex yet essential aspect of military
culture and tradition. It recognizes and celebrates the diverse contributions of soldiers across a spectrum of
situations, from extraordinary acts of heroism to consistent service excellence. Understanding this system provides a
deeper appreciation for the dedication and sacrifice of Army personnel past and present. Utilizing the resources
mentioned above allows for further exploration of this intricate and rewarding topic.
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FAQ
Q1: How can I nominate someone for an Army award?

A1: The nomination process varies depending on the award. Generally, it involves submitting a detailed narrative of
the actions justifying the award, along with supporting documentation like witness statements and official reports.
Specific instructions can be found in the relevant Army regulations and through your chain of command.

Q2: What happens if someone receives multiple awards?

A2: The order of precedence for wearing medals is established by Army regulations. Awards are worn in a specific
order, reflecting their hierarchical importance. Multiple awards of the same medal are represented by oak leaf
clusters or other devices.

Q3: Are there any awards specific to certain military occupational specialties (MOS)?

A3: While many awards are open to all soldiers, some badges and awards are specific to certain MOS, such as the
Combat Medical Badge or the Master Parachutist Badge. These recognize specialized skills and expertise within
specific fields.

Q4: Can awards be revoked?

A4: Yes, awards can be revoked if it's discovered the award was improperly granted due to fraudulent claims or
other misconduct. This process is rigorously controlled and usually involves high-level review.

Q5: What is the difference between a medal and a ribbon?

A5: Medals are the full-sized decorations, while ribbons are smaller versions worn on uniforms to represent the
awards received. The ribbons are a space-saving way of showing a soldier's total accomplishments.

Q6: Where can I find images of all the Army awards?
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A6: The Institute of Heraldry's website is the best resource for official images and descriptions of all US Army
insignia, including medals and ribbons. However, many online resources also provide comprehensive galleries.

Q7: What is the significance of the "V" device on certain medals?

A7: The "V" device, often seen on the Bronze Star Medal, signifies that the award was earned for acts of valor in
combat. It distinguishes acts of bravery from other forms of meritorious service.

Q8: What are the criteria for the Legion of Merit?

A8: The Legion of Merit is awarded to members of the U.S. Armed Forces and foreign nationals for exceptionally
meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding services and achievements. The criteria are quite high,
reflecting exceptional performance beyond normal expectations.

US Army Medals, Awards, and Decorations: The Complete List – A
Comprehensive Guide
Navigating the elaborate world of US Army distinctions can feel like deciphering a secret code. This guide aims to
explain this system, providing a thorough overview of the medals, awards, and decorations bestowed upon soldiers
for their courage, dedication, and service. While a truly "complete" list would require an extensive volume, this
article centers on the most frequent and important distinctions, classifying them for easier understanding.

The US Army's system of awards reflects a varied history and a dedication to recognizing remarkable achievement.
These emblems of recognition are more than just items of material; they signify the sacrifice, proficiency, and duty of
those who have served. Understanding this system is vital not only for service members but also for historians,
collectors, and anyone interested in military history.

Major Award Categories:

The Army's awards can be broadly separated into several principal categories:
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1. Decorations: These are the highest awards, awarded for acts of extraordinary heroism or worthy service. The
most renowned examples include the Medal of Honor, the Distinguished Service Cross, and the Silver Star. Each
carries its own unique criteria and importance.

2. Medals: These honor considerable achievements or deeds during combat or peacetime service. Examples include
the Bronze Star Medal, the Purple Heart, and the Meritorious Service Medal. These awards often demonstrate
sustained accomplishment or specific acts of bravery.

3. Ribbons: These are lesser versions of the medals, worn on uniforms to indicate the awards obtained. They provide
a graphic overview of a soldier's accomplishments.

4. Badges: These are emblems awarded for skill in particular areas, such as combat marksmanship, parachuting, or
expertise in a specific military specialty.

5. Certificates & Letters of Appreciation: While not worn, these formal documents recognize important
contributions and support. They are often given for outstanding performance in non-combat roles or for duration of
service.

Detailed Examples and Criteria:

Each award has its own strict criteria. For instance, the Medal of Honor, the nation's most prestigious military
award, is bestowed for noticeable gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty. The
Purple Heart, conversely, is given to members of the armed forces who are wounded or killed in action. The Bronze
Star Medal rewards acts of valor or meritorious service in combat, while the Meritorious Service Medal
commemorates outstanding accomplishment during peacetime or in a non-combat setting.

Practical Implementation and Significance:

Understanding the US Army's system of medals, awards, and decorations is beneficial for several reasons:

Historical Context: It provides understanding into the contributions and achievements of soldiers throughout
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history.
Individual Recognition: It underscores the importance of individual valor, skill, and dedication.
Unit Cohesion: The recognition of personal accomplishments contributes to improved unit cohesion and
morale.
Professional Development: Understanding award criteria can direct professional development and career
goals.

Conclusion:

The US Army's system of medals, awards, and decorations is a involved but rewarding area of study. It symbolizes a
diverse tapestry of prestige, dedication, and accomplishment. This overview provides a basis for further inquiry into
the specific details and criteria of each award.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: Where can I find a truly complete list of all US Army awards?

A1: A truly exhaustive list would be incredibly lengthy. The US Army's official website and various military history
resources present comprehensive, albeit not entirely exhaustive, information.

Q2: Can an award be revoked?

A2: Yes, awards can be revoked under certain circumstances, usually involving misrepresentation or disgraceful
conduct.

Q3: What is the difference between a medal and a ribbon?

A3: A medal is the actual award itself, while a ribbon is a reduced representation worn on the uniform to indicate
that the medal has been received.

Q4: How are awards displayed on a uniform?
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A4: Awards are displayed on uniforms according to a specific hierarchy and procedure, with higher awards taking
precedence.

Q5: What resources are available for further research?

A5: The US Army's official website, military history books and journals, and various online archives are excellent
resources for more extensive information.
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