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The Complete Guide to Canon's Digital
Rebels XT, XTi, 350D, and 400D: A Deep Dive
into Friedman's 2007 Classic
Gary L. Friedman's 2007 paperback, "The Complete Guide to Canon's Digital Rebels XT, XTi, 350D,
and 400D," remains a valuable resource for photographers who owned, or still own, these popular
entry-level DSLRs. This comprehensive guide provides a detailed exploration of these cameras'
functionalities, pushing beyond the basic user manuals. This article delves into the book's contents,
highlighting its key features, benefits, and enduring relevance in the ever-evolving world of digital
photography.

Understanding the Canon Digital Rebel Series (350D, 400D,
XT, XTi)
The Canon Digital Rebel series, encompassing the 350D (Digital Rebel XT in some regions), 400D
(Digital Rebel XTi), and their variants, marked a significant step in making DSLR photography
accessible to a wider audience. These cameras offered impressive image quality for their time, a
user-friendly interface, and a relatively affordable price point. Friedman's guide capitalizes on this,
offering a detailed look into their capabilities that went beyond the manufacturer's instructions.
Keywords like Canon 350D review, Canon 400D tutorial, and Digital Rebel XT guide often
lead users to resources like this book.

Key Features and Benefits Explored in Friedman's Guide
Friedman's book goes beyond simple camera operation. It dives into the technical aspects, enabling
users to truly master their cameras. Key features covered include:

In-depth explanation of exposure control: The book meticulously explains concepts like
aperture, shutter speed, and ISO, empowering readers to take control of their images.
Instead of just accepting automatic settings, readers learn to manipulate these settings for
creative effect. This is particularly important for understanding Canon 350D photography
techniques.

Mastering shooting modes: The guide provides a thorough explanation of various shooting
modes (Aperture Priority, Shutter Priority, Manual, etc.), helping users choose the
appropriate mode for different shooting situations. This is crucial for moving beyond point-
and-shoot photography and achieving more artistic results.

Understanding white balance: Proper white balance is essential for accurate color
representation. Friedman's guide explains the various white balance settings and how to use
them effectively to avoid color casts in photographs. This understanding is particularly
valuable in Canon 400D advanced settings.

Exploring creative options: The book doesn't shy away from creative techniques. It
explores aspects like composition, depth of field, and using flash effectively, enabling users to
express their artistic vision. Many readers discovered their passion for photography through
mastering these techniques as described in the book.
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Post-processing basics: While primarily focused on in-camera techniques, the book also
touches upon basic post-processing, helping users enhance their images using software like
Adobe Photoshop Elements (commonly available at the time of publication). This expands the
learning experience beyond the camera itself.

The Book's Style and Value: More Than Just a Manual
Friedman's "The Complete Guide" is more than just a technical manual; it's a teaching tool. The
writing style is accessible to beginners while providing enough depth to challenge experienced
users. The book uses clear language, avoiding overly technical jargon, and supplements its
explanations with helpful illustrations and examples. Its enduring value lies in its ability to bridge
the gap between the basic instructions provided by Canon and the advanced techniques often found
in more advanced photography literature. It is a testament to the power of a well-written guide in
helping users to master their tools.

Relevance in the Modern Photography Landscape
While significantly older than today's DSLR cameras, Friedman's book remains relevant. The
fundamental principles of photography – aperture, shutter speed, ISO, composition – haven't
changed. Understanding these concepts, as detailed in the book, provides a solid foundation for
anyone using any DSLR camera, regardless of its age or brand. The book's focus on mastering the
basics makes it a valuable resource for anyone transitioning from compact cameras to DSLRs, and
provides the essential groundwork needed for more advanced photography learning.
Understanding these fundamentals remains a key component in any successful Digital Rebel XTi
photography project.

Conclusion: A Timeless Resource for DSLR Photography
Gary L. Friedman's "The Complete Guide to Canon's Digital Rebels XT, XTi, 350D, and 400D" is a
testament to the power of clear instruction and practical application in learning photography. While
the specific camera models discussed are now considered older technology, the fundamental
principles and techniques covered in the book remain timeless and highly relevant to anyone
embarking on their DSLR photography journey. It's a resource that empowers photographers to
move beyond automatic settings and truly master their craft. The book's accessibility and
comprehensiveness make it a valuable addition to any photographer's library, regardless of their
experience level.

FAQ
Q1: Is this book still relevant if I own a newer Canon DSLR?

A1: While the book focuses on specific older Canon models, the core principles of photography
discussed—exposure, composition, white balance—are universal. Understanding these
fundamentals will significantly improve your photography regardless of your camera model. The
book serves as a strong foundational text.

Q2: What software does the book recommend for post-processing?

A2: The book likely recommended Adobe Photoshop Elements, a popular and accessible photo
editing software at the time of publication. However, many free and paid alternatives exist today,
such as GIMP, Lightroom, and Capture One. The book's focus is on mastering in-camera
techniques, so the specific software is less critical.

Q3: Is this book suitable for complete beginners?

A3: Absolutely. The book's approachable style and clear explanations make it ideal for beginners. It
systematically builds upon fundamental concepts, making the learning process smooth and
engaging.
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Q4: Does the book cover video recording capabilities?

A4: It's unlikely the book covers video recording extensively. Video capabilities were limited in
these older models, and the focus of the book is likely on still photography.

Q5: Where can I find a copy of this book?

A5: Used copies of the book might be available on online marketplaces like Amazon or eBay.
Alternatively, you may find similar guides covering newer Canon DSLR models that address the
same core photography principles.

Q6: Are there online resources that mirror the content of the book?

A6: While there isn't a direct online equivalent, many online tutorials and articles cover the same
photographic principles discussed in the book. Searching for topics like "DSLR photography
basics," "Canon DSLR tutorials," or specific features like "Canon 350D aperture priority" will yield
numerous helpful resources.

Q7: What makes this book different from a standard Canon user manual?

A7: A Canon user manual focuses primarily on basic operation. Friedman's book goes beyond this,
exploring the technical aspects in detail and providing practical tips and creative techniques to
help users truly master their camera. It's more of a photography learning guide than a simple
operational manual.

Q8: Is the book worth buying in 2024?

A8: The value depends on your needs. If you're a beginner with one of the cameras covered or
seeking a fundamental understanding of DSLR photography, the book could still provide valuable
insights. However, if you own a modern camera with extensive features, more contemporary
resources may be more beneficial. Consider its value based on its comprehensive treatment of
foundational principles.

Unlocking the Secrets of the Canon Digital Rebels: A Deep Dive into Friedman's Guide

Gary L. Friedman's 2007 paperback, "The Complete Guide to Canon's Digital Rebels
XT/XTi/350D/400D," served as a benchmark for many aspiring image-makers seeking to master
these legendary entry-level DSLRs. This article aims to explore the guide's enduring relevance,
delving into its matter and offering a modern perspective on its applicable advice. While technology
has evolved significantly since 2007, the fundamentals of photography remain stable, making
Friedman's effort a surprisingly timely resource even today.

The book's layout is methodical, taking the reader on a exploration from the utter basics of digital
photography to more complex techniques. It begins with a thorough explanation of the camera's
components, thoroughly covering everything from the display to the settings system. Friedman's
prose is clear, avoiding jargon and employing simple language. He uses ample illustrations and
hands-on examples to illustrate complex ideas.

One of the book's strengths lies in its focus on the practical aspects of photography. Rather than
just explaining the camera's features, Friedman leads the reader through the process of capturing
great photos. He tackles a wide range of themes, including exposure regulation, composition,
lighting, and post-processing. He adroitly employs analogies and real-life scenarios to cause
abstract ideas more tangible for the novice shooter. For instance, he explains aperture using the
analogy of a pupil dilating in low light.

The section on exposure triangle (aperture, shutter speed, and ISO) is particularly insightful.
Friedman separates down this often-daunting concept into comprehensible segments, assisting
readers comprehend the interaction between these three components and how they affect the final
picture. He provides practical exercises and recommendations for conquering exposure control.
This part alone makes the book important its weight in gold for beginners.
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While some features of the book, such as the specific menu system, might be partially outdated
given the improvements in camera technology, the underlying principles remain universally
applicable. The book's permanent worth lies in its capacity to instruct the basic skills necessary for
successful photography.

Furthermore, the book's treatment of post-processing is surprisingly ahead-of-its-time. While the
software mentioned might be old, the ideas of editing images to enhance their look remain highly
applicable.

In closing, Gary L. Friedman's "The Complete Guide to Canon's Digital Rebels XT/XTi/350D/400D"
remains a useful resource for anyone seeking to learn the fundamentals of DSLR photography.
Although some elements are outdated, the core principles and applied advice it offers remain
remarkably relevant even in today's rapidly evolving technological landscape. The book’s clear
manner and plentiful examples make it accessible to understand for photographers of all skill
levels.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Is this book still relevant in 2024?

A1: While the specific camera models are older, the fundamental photographic principles
discussed—exposure, composition, lighting—remain timeless and essential for any photographer,
regardless of the camera they use.

Q2: What type of photographer would benefit most from this book?

A2: Beginners and intermediate photographers will find the most value. The book's clear
explanations and practical exercises are ideal for those just starting their photographic journey.

Q3: Are there any drawbacks to using this older guide?

A3: The specific menu navigation and some software recommendations are outdated. However, the
core photographic concepts remain timeless and adaptable.

Q4: Where can I find a copy of this book?

A4: Used copies are readily available online through marketplaces like eBay or Amazon. Check
used bookstores as well.
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