
Mercury 60 Hp Bigfoot 2 Stroke Manual

Mercury 60 HP Bigfoot 2-Stroke Manual: A
Comprehensive Guide
The Mercury 60 HP Bigfoot 2-stroke outboard motor is a powerful and reliable workhorse, known
for its robust performance and longevity. However, understanding and properly maintaining this
engine requires a thorough grasp of its operation, as detailed within the Mercury 60 HP Bigfoot
2-stroke manual. This comprehensive guide explores the manual's key features, usage tips,
troubleshooting guidance, and more, helping you maximize your engine's lifespan and
performance. We will delve into topics such as Mercury 60 HP Bigfoot parts, 2-stroke
outboard maintenance, and Mercury outboard diagnostics, ensuring you're well-equipped to
handle any situation.
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Understanding the Mercury 60 HP Bigfoot 2-Stroke Manual
The manual serves as your bible for everything related to your Mercury 60 HP Bigfoot. It's not
simply a collection of instructions; it's a detailed resource containing critical information on
assembly, operation, maintenance, troubleshooting, and safety procedures. A proper
understanding of this manual is crucial for ensuring the longevity and optimal performance of your
outboard motor. Neglecting its instructions can lead to premature wear, costly repairs, or even
dangerous situations on the water.

Within the manual, you'll find detailed diagrams, specifications, and step-by-step instructions for
various tasks, from routine maintenance checks to more complex repairs. This makes it an
invaluable asset for both novice and experienced boaters.

Key Features and Benefits of the Mercury 60 HP Bigfoot
The Mercury 60 HP Bigfoot, particularly its 2-stroke variant, offers several advantages:

Power and Performance: The Bigfoot's design provides exceptional thrust and efficiency,
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especially in shallow water due to its lower-unit configuration.
Durability: Built with robust components, this engine is designed to withstand the rigors of
various water conditions.
Reliability: Known for its reliability, the Mercury 60 HP Bigfoot is a dependable choice for
recreational boating and professional use.
Ease of Maintenance: While a 2-stroke engine requires more frequent maintenance than a
4-stroke, the manual provides clear instructions simplifying the process.
Cost-Effectiveness: Compared to some newer, larger outboard motors, the 60 HP Bigfoot
provides excellent value, especially in the used market.

Using and Maintaining Your Mercury 60 HP Bigfoot
The Mercury 60 HP Bigfoot 2-stroke manual emphasizes the importance of regular
maintenance. Ignoring this can significantly shorten the engine's lifespan. Key maintenance tasks
detailed in the manual include:

Regular Oil Changes: 2-stroke engines require frequent oil changes, using the correct oil
specified in the manual. Incorrect oil can severely damage the engine.
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Spark Plug Replacement: Regularly check and replace spark plugs as instructed. Worn
plugs can significantly reduce performance and fuel efficiency.
Fuel System Cleaning: Clean the fuel system regularly to prevent fuel contamination and
ensure optimal fuel delivery.
Lower Unit Lubrication: The lower unit requires lubrication to prevent premature wear.
The manual provides specific instructions on the type of lubricant and the frequency of
lubrication.
Cooling System Inspection: Regular inspection of the cooling system is crucial to prevent
overheating and potential damage to the engine.

### Troubleshooting Common Issues

The manual also offers a helpful troubleshooting section. Common issues and their solutions are
outlined, allowing users to diagnose and resolve minor problems without needing professional
assistance. This section often includes diagnostic codes and their meanings, making
troubleshooting more efficient. Understanding this section is key to preventing small issues from
escalating into major, costly repairs.
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Parts and Accessories for Your Mercury 60 HP Bigfoot
Finding replacement parts for your Mercury 60 HP Bigfoot is usually straightforward. The
manual provides part numbers, assisting with ordering the correct components for repairs and
maintenance. Many online retailers and Mercury dealers specialize in supplying these parts. You
might need to identify your specific engine's serial number to ensure you order the correct part, a
piece of information readily found within the manual.

When searching for parts, you can use keywords like "Mercury 60 HP Bigfoot parts" or "Mercury 60
HP Bigfoot carburetor" (for example) to narrow your search.

Conclusion
The Mercury 60 HP Bigfoot 2-stroke manual is more than just a booklet; it's a critical resource for
maximizing the performance, longevity, and safety of your outboard motor. By thoroughly
understanding and diligently following its instructions, you can ensure years of reliable service
from this powerful engine. Remember, preventative maintenance as outlined in the manual is key
to avoiding costly repairs and ensuring many hours of enjoyment on the water.
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FAQ
Q1: Where can I find a digital copy of the Mercury 60 HP Bigfoot 2-stroke manual?

A1: You can often find digital copies of Mercury manuals on the official Mercury Marine website.
Search their website using the model number of your engine. Alternatively, you may find copies on
reputable online boating forums or parts websites. However, always verify the source’s
authenticity to avoid inaccurate or outdated information.

Q2: What type of oil should I use in my Mercury 60 HP Bigfoot 2-stroke engine?

A2: The specific oil type and grade are detailed in your manual. Using the incorrect oil can cause
significant engine damage. Always refer to the manual's recommendations to ensure you are using
the appropriate oil for your engine.

Q3: How often should I perform a lower unit oil change?

A3: The frequency of lower unit oil changes is specified in the manual and depends on usage. It's
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crucial to adhere to these recommendations to maintain the optimal lubrication of the lower unit
gears.

Q4: What are the common symptoms of a failing water pump in my Mercury 60 HP
Bigfoot?

A4: Overheating is a significant indicator of a failing water pump. The engine might overheat
quickly, particularly under load. The manual will likely outline other signs, such as unusual noises
or reduced engine performance.

Q5: Can I perform all the maintenance tasks myself, or do I need a professional
mechanic?

A5: Many maintenance tasks, such as oil changes and spark plug replacements, can be performed
by reasonably handy individuals with the right tools and careful adherence to the manual's
instructions. However, more complex repairs should be left to qualified marine mechanics.

Q6: What should I do if I encounter a problem not covered in the manual?
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A6: If you encounter a problem not addressed in your manual, contact an authorized Mercury
Marine dealer or a qualified marine mechanic. They possess the expertise and tools to diagnose
and repair more complex issues.

Q7: How do I locate my engine's serial number?

A7: Your engine's serial number is usually located on a plate affixed to the engine itself. The
manual will often show you exactly where to find this vital piece of information, usually required
when ordering parts or contacting customer service.

Q8: Are there any online communities or forums dedicated to Mercury outboard
motors?

A8: Yes, numerous online forums and communities dedicated to boating and Mercury outboards
exist. These can be valuable resources for troubleshooting, sharing maintenance tips, and
connecting with other owners of Mercury 60 HP Bigfoot engines. Always exercise caution when
following advice from online forums; verify information with your manual or a qualified mechanic
before attempting any significant repairs.
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Decoding the Mercury 60 HP Bigfoot 2-Stroke Manual: A
Deep Dive into Outboard Operation and Maintenance
The thrumming of a powerful outboard motor symbolizing freedom on the water is a sound many
boat operators cherish. For those fortunate enough to own a Mercury 60 HP Bigfoot 2-stroke, that
joy is amplified by the engine's robustness. However, realizing the performance and durability of
this powerhouse requires a thorough understanding of its operation and maintenance, as detailed
in the crucial Mercury 60 HP Bigfoot 2-stroke manual. This article serves as a thorough guide,
delving into the key aspects of this invaluable document.

The manual itself won't just a collection of illustrations and phrases; it's a roadmap to
understanding your engine's complex workings. It unravels the mysteries of its hidden
components, from the spark plugs to the fuel system, enabling you to pinpoint problems and
execute routine maintenance effectively.

Section 1: Pre-Trip Checks and Safe Operation

The manual strongly emphasizes the significance of pre-trip inspections. Before each journey, the
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manual guides you through a procedure that encompasses checking oil levels, inspecting the
propeller for damage, and confirming the attachment of all components. This seemingly simple
step avoids likely breakdowns and guarantees safe operation. Think of it as a pre-flight
examination for your boat; ignoring it can have severe results.

Section 2: Understanding the Fuel System

The Mercury 60 HP Bigfoot 2-stroke utilizes a particular fuel system that's completely explained in
the manual. Understanding the fuel-oil mixture is essential for optimal performance and
decreasing emissions. The manual provides precise directions on combining the fuel and oil at the
correct ratio, which is usually specified on the fuel container itself. Using the wrong mixture can
damage the engine irreparably. The manual also details the purpose of the fuel pump and how to
troubleshoot common malfunctions.

Section 3: Routine Maintenance and Troubleshooting

The manual describes a program for regular maintenance, encompassing tasks such as spark plug
replacement, lubrication of moving parts, and maintaining the cooling system. Following this
schedule helps prolong the life of the engine and preclude costly repairs. The manual also offers
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help in identifying common malfunctions, such as no spark. It provides clear directions with
illustrations to assist in pinpointing the root of the malfunction and executing the needed
corrections.

Section 4: Winterization and Storage

Proper preservation is crucial to protect your engine during periods of non-use. The manual
provides complete guidance on how to adequately prepare your engine for storage, including
emptying fluids and treating the engine to avoid damage. Skipping this crucial step can lead to
significant deterioration.

Conclusion:

The Mercury 60 HP Bigfoot 2-stroke manual is far more than just a booklet; it's your companion to
years of trustworthy service from your outboard motor. By adhering to the instructions and
executing the recommended maintenance, you can ensure your engine's functioning, extend its
durability, and cherish numerous hours of secure boating.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
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1. Q: Where can I find a copy of the manual?

A: You can usually find a online version of the manual on the Mercury Marine website, or you can
contact your local Mercury dealer. You may also be able to find a pre-owned copy online.

2. Q: What type of oil should I use?

A: The manual specifies the appropriate type and grade of oil to use. Always use the
recommended oil to preclude engine damage.

3. Q: How often should I replace the spark plugs?

A: The manual outlines a recommended replacement schedule for the spark plugs. It's a crucial
maintenance task that affects engine performance and life.

4. Q: What should I do if my engine gets hot?

A: The manual details troubleshooting steps for overheating. This is a dangerous issue and should
be addressed immediately to stop engine damage. Immediately turn off the engine and follow the
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instructions in the manual.

5. Q: Can I perform all the maintenance myself?

A: While the manual gives help on many maintenance tasks, some repairs may require the
expertise of a qualified marine mechanic. Always refer to the manual before attempting any
repairs.
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