Simplified Parliamentary Procedure For
Kids

Simplified Parliamentary Procedure for
Kids: Making Meetings Fun and Fair

Learning how to conduct a meeting effectively is a valuable life skill. While the intricacies of
Robert's Rules of Order might seem daunting for adults, let alone children, understanding the
basic principles of parliamentary procedure can empower young people to participate in group
discussions constructively and democratically. This article simplifies parliamentary procedure for
kids, making it accessible, engaging, and relevant to their everyday lives. We'll cover key
concepts like motion making, voting, chairing a meeting, and debating, providing practical
examples and strategies for implementation.

Introduction: Why Parliamentary Procedure Matters for
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Kids

Imagine a group of friends deciding on a weekend activity. Without a structured approach, the
discussion could become chaotic, with everyone shouting at once. Simplified parliamentary
procedure for kids provides a framework for orderly and respectful discussions, ensuring everyone
gets a chance to voice their opinion and contribute to a decision. This is crucial for developing
essential communication skills, leadership abilities, and an understanding of democratic
processes. Learning these techniques early fosters active citizenship and collaborative problem-
solving skills. It helps kids learn to listen respectfully, express themselves clearly, and work
together towards a common goal. These skills are valuable not only in school clubs and
community organizations but also in their future careers and personal relationships.

Benefits of Simplified Parliamentary Procedure for Kids

Implementing a simplified version of parliamentary procedure offers numerous benefits for
children:

e Fairness and Equality: It ensures every child has an equal opportunity to speak and
participate in decision-making. No longer will louder voices dominate the conversation.

e Respectful Communication: The structured format encourages respectful listening and
discourages interrupting or shouting.

e Improved Decision-Making: The process promotes thoughtful consideration of different
viewpoints, leading to more informed and collaborative decisions.

* Leadership Development: Children can practice leadership skills by taking on roles such
as chairperson, secretary, or timekeeper.
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» Confidence Building: Successfully participating in meetings boosts children's confidence
in expressing their opinions and influencing group decisions.

e Civic Engagement: It teaches fundamental principles of democracy, empowering kids to
participate in community discussions and decision-making processes.

Implementing Simplified Parliamentary Procedure for
Kids: A Step-by-Step Guide

Let’s break down the key elements of simplified parliamentary procedure for kids using relatable
examples.

1. The Chairperson (or Moderator): One child acts as the chairperson, responsible for keeping
the meeting orderly and on track. Think of them as the referee ensuring fair play.

2. Motions: A motion is a formal proposal for action. For example, “I move that we play soccer on
Saturday.” A second child needs to “second” the motion before it can be discussed.

3. Debate: After a motion is seconded, members can debate it. They can express their support or
opposition, providing reasons for their viewpoints. The chairperson ensures everyone gets a turn
to speak and maintains order.

4. Amendment: A motion can be amended, meaning a change is proposed. For instance,
someone could amend the motion to "I move to amend the motion to play soccer on Sunday
instead of Saturday." This amendment itself requires a second and debate before voting.
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5. Voting: After the debate, the chairperson calls for a vote. This could be a simple show of hands
(yes or no). The chairperson announces the result. The majority rules.

6. Recording: A designated secretary can record the motions, amendments, and voting results.
This provides a record of the meeting's decisions.

Example: Let’'s say a kids' book club is deciding which book to read next. Using simplified
parliamentary procedure:

e Motion: "I move that we read 'The Chronicles of Narnia." (Seconded)

e Debate: Children discuss the pros and cons of 'The Chronicles of Narnia' compared to other
suggestions.

e Amendment: "I move to amend the motion to read 'The Hobbit' instead." (Seconded,
debate follows).

e Voting: The group votes on the amended motion (or the original motion if the amendment
fails).

e Result: The chairperson announces the winning book choice.

Teaching and Practicing Simplified Parliamentary
Procedure

You can introduce simplified parliamentary procedure in various settings:

e Classroom Activities: Integrate it into class discussions, group projects, or club meetings.
e After-School Clubs: Use it in the meetings of clubs like debate, student government, or
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drama.

* Family Meetings: Even at home, family meetings can benefit from a structured approach
to conflict resolution.

e Games and Role-Playing: Turn it into a game to make it more engaging. Children can
role-play different roles like the chairperson and participants.

e Visual Aids: Using charts, flashcards, or posters outlining the steps can further enhance
understanding.

Conclusion: Empowering Young Citizens Through
Deliberative Processes

Simplified parliamentary procedure for kids isn't just about learning rules; it's about fostering
essential life skills. By teaching children the basics of structured discussions, we empower them to
become confident communicators, effective collaborators, and responsible citizens. It teaches
them how to navigate disagreements respectfully, make informed decisions collectively, and
contribute to a more democratic environment. The benefits extend far beyond the meeting room,
shaping their abilities to engage in constructive conversations and collaborative problem-solving
throughout their lives. By integrating this simplified approach, we equip the next generation with
the tools to navigate complex social interactions and participate meaningfully in their
communities.

FAQ

Q1l: How can | adapt parliamentary procedure for very young children (e.g.,
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preschoolers)?

A1l: For preschoolers, focus on the core concepts of sharing ideas, listening to others, and taking
turns. You can use simple visuals and games to represent voting (e.g., choosing between two
toys). The goal is to introduce the basic principles of respectful communication and shared
decision-making in an age-appropriate way. Formal motions and amendments can be introduced
gradually as they develop their communication skills.

Q2: What if children get disruptive during a meeting?

A2: The chairperson plays a crucial role in maintaining order. They can gently remind children of
the rules, offer breaks if needed, and perhaps implement consequences for repeated disruptions
(e.g., a temporary loss of speaking privileges). It's important to address disruptions calmly and
consistently, emphasizing respect for others' right to speak.

Q3: How much detail should | include when explaining parliamentary procedure to
kids?

A3: Start with the basics: motions, seconding, debate, voting. Avoid overwhelming children with
complex rules or exceptions. Keep it simple, clear, and relevant to their age and experience.
Gradually introduce more sophisticated concepts as their understanding grows.

Q4: Are there any resources available to help me teach simplified parliamentary
procedure to kids?

A4: Many online resources offer simplified explanations and activities for teaching parliamentary
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procedure. You can also adapt materials designed for adults, focusing on the key concepts and
using age-appropriate language.

Q5: How can | ensure that all children participate equally in discussions?

A5: The chairperson can actively encourage quieter children to share their ideas. They can use
techniques like round-robin speaking or asking specific children for their input. Creating a safe and
supportive environment where everyone feels comfortable expressing their opinions is key.

Q6: Can | use simplified parliamentary procedure in virtual meetings with kids?

A6: Absolutely! Many of the same principles apply in virtual meetings. You can use online tools for
voting, chat functions for discussions, and screen-sharing for visual aids. However, ensure all
children have reliable access to technology and a quiet, comfortable space for participation.

Q7: What if there’s a tie during a vote?

A7: In the case of a tie, the chairperson can propose a different approach, such as a
reconsideration of the motion or a different voting method (e.g., drawing straws). Establishing a
clear tie-breaking procedure beforehand can avoid confusion.

Q8: How can | assess whether children understand and effectively apply simplified
parliamentary procedure?

A8: Observe their participation during meetings. Do they follow the steps correctly? Do they listen
respectfully to others? Do they express their ideas clearly and concisely? You can also ask them to
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explain the process in their own words or create a short presentation summarizing the key steps.

Simplified Parliamentary Procedure for Kids: Learning
Democracy in the Playground and Beyond

Presenting the fascinating world of parliamentary procedure can appear intimidating at first. But
believe me, it doesn't have to be! This article shall simplify the process, rendering it accessible
even for the most junior members of our community. Learning parliamentary procedure is beyond
just learning regulations; it's about fostering essential key competencies like speaking,
cooperation, respect, and conflict resolution. These skills are priceless simply in official settings,
but also in everyday living.

### The Basics: Making Your Voice Heard Justly

Imagine a class of friends deciding which game to play. Without a system, things can quickly get
disorganized. An individual may monopolize the debate, certain people might sense neglected,
and no person could truly feel content with the outcome. This is where simplified parliamentary
procedure steps in, providing a systematic way to ensure everyone gets a possibility to share their
opinions and participate in the decision-process process.

#4## Key Ideas Explained Easily

e Motion: A formal proposal for action. For example, a motion might be "to engage in a game
of tag." The motion requires to be supported by another member before it can be discussed.
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e Seconder: Someone who supports the motion. This indicates that at least two people want
to debate the motion.

» Debate: After a motion is endorsed, members can discuss it. This entails voicing their
thoughts, proposing questions, and giving arguments supporting or rejecting the motion.

e Vote: Once the discussion is concluded, it's time to vote. Common voting methods include
a show of hands or anonymous voting slips.

e Chair/Moderator: The chair leads the meeting, ensuring the regulations are obeyed and
everyone has a equal chance to talk. They call for motions, recognize speakers, and
pronounce the results of decisions.

##+# Adjusting the Process for Kids

For children, keep things simple. Utilize unambiguous language, exclude intricate terminology,
and center on the core ideas. Promote engagement via fun games. For example, simulating a
meeting can render the learning process much enjoyable. Think about utilizing pictures like
illustrations to explain ideas.

### Practical Upsides and Implementation Approaches

The benefits of teaching kids simplified parliamentary procedure are numerous. It assists them
foster speaking skills, master how to respect different opinions, and exercise problem-solving
skills. It also promotes engaged hearing, cooperation, and dependable membership.

Implementing this in a classroom or out-of-school program is comparatively straightforward. Begin
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with simple exercises and incrementally present more intricate principles. Employ practical
situations to render the learning applicable and fascinating. Consistent practice is crucial to
mastering the skills.

### Conclusion

Understanding simplified parliamentary procedure is not merely about adhering to guidelines; it's
about enabling young people to transform into involved and responsible members of their
communities. By teaching them these essential concepts, we provide them with invaluable life
skills that are going to serve them well across their careers.

### Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: Is parliamentary procedure only for structured settings?

Al: No, the concepts of parliamentary procedure can be modified and streamlined for
unstructured settings like home meetings or team activities.

Q2: How can | preserve younger children engaged during discussions?

A2: Use diagrams, acting out, and short discussion segments to keep their attention. Incorporate
fun aspects to make the learning process more enjoyable.

Q3: What if arguments arise during a session?

A3: Conflicts are a normal part of the decision-making process. The chair should lead the debate
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towards a respectful and helpful resolution. The process itself assists to guide disagreements in a
organized way.

Q4: How can | find more resources on simplified parliamentary procedure for kids?

A4: You can look online for "kids' parliamentary procedure" or "simplified parliamentary procedure
for kids". Many websites and teaching materials offer manuals and games especially designed for
young learners.
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