
Changing  Manual
Transmission Fluid On Honda
Civic

Changing  Manual
Transmission  Fluid  on  Your
Honda  Civic:  A
Comprehensive  Guide
Maintaining your Honda Civic's manual transmission is crucial for
its  longevity and performance. Regularly changing the manual
transmission  fluid  is  a  key  part  of  this  maintenance,  preventing
costly repairs down the line. This comprehensive guide will walk
you through the process, covering everything from understanding
the benefits to tackling the job yourself.

Understanding  the  Importance  of
Manual Transmission Fluid Changes
Your  Honda Civic's  manual  transmission,  unlike  an  automatic,
relies  on  a  lubricant—the  transmission  fluid—to  keep  its  gears
shifting smoothly. This fluid does more than just lubricate; it also
cools the components and cleans away metal shavings and debris
created  during  gear  meshing.  Over  time,  this  fluid  degrades,
losing  its  viscosity  and  effectiveness.  This  degradation  leads  to
harsh shifting, gear grinding, and ultimately, transmission failure.
Regular Honda Civic manual transmission fluid changes are,
therefore,  essential  for  preventative  maintenance.  This  is
especially true if you frequently tow heavy loads or drive in harsh
conditions.

### Benefits of Regular Fluid Changes

Smoother  Shifting:  Fresh  fluid  ensures  smooth  and
precise gear changes, enhancing your driving experience.
Extended Transmission Life: By removing contaminants,
you  significantly  extend  the  lifespan  of  your  transmission
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components,  saving  you  substantial  repair  costs.
Improved Fuel  Efficiency:  A  well-lubricated  transmission
operates  more  efficiently,  potentially  leading  to  slightly
improved  fuel  economy.
Prevention  of  Expensive  Repairs:  Proactive  fluid
changes  prevent  costly  transmission  overhauls  or
replacements.
Increased  Resale  Value:  A  well-maintained  vehicle,
including  a  properly  serviced  transmission,  commands  a
higher resale value.

Choosing  the  Right  Manual
Transmission  Fluid  for  Your  Honda
Civic
Selecting  the  correct  Honda  Civic  transmission  fluid  is
paramount. Using the wrong type can damage your transmission.
Consult  your  owner's  manual  to  determine  the  specific  fluid
recommended by Honda for your model year and transmission
type. This information will usually specify the fluid type (e.g., API
GL-4, GL-5) and the correct viscosity grade. Many Honda Civics
utilize  MTF-3  fluid,  but  always  verify  with  your  manual.  Using  a
substitute without verifying compatibility could void your warranty
and damage your transmission.

### Gathering Your Supplies

Before you begin, gather the necessary tools and supplies:

New Transmission Fluid: The correct type and quantity,
as specified in your owner's manual.
New Drain Plug Washer:  A crush washer is  crucial  to
prevent leaks.
Drain Pan: Large enough to hold the old fluid.
Torque Wrench:  To tighten the drain and fill  plugs to the
correct specification.
Jack and Jack Stands: Essential for safe vehicle lifting.
Wrench(es):  The  correct  size  to  remove the  drain  and fill
plugs.
Funnel: For adding new fluid.
Gloves: To protect your hands from the old fluid.
Rags or Shop Towels: For cleaning up spills.
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Step-by-Step Guide to Changing Your
Honda  Civic's  Manual  Transmission
Fluid
Disclaimer:  This  guide  provides  general  instructions.  Always
refer to your vehicle's service manual for specific procedures and
torque  specifications.  Incorrect  procedures  can  lead  to  damage
and injury. If you are uncomfortable performing this task, consult
a qualified mechanic.

1. Prepare Your Vehicle: Park on a level surface, engage the
parking brake, and chock the rear wheels.

2. Raise the Vehicle:  Safely lift the vehicle using a jack and
securely support it with jack stands.

3.  Locate  the  Drain  and  Fill  Plugs:  Consult  your  owner's
manual to locate the precise locations.

4. Drain the Old Fluid: Position the drain pan under the drain
plug  and  carefully  remove  the  plug,  allowing  the  fluid  to  drain
completely.  Replace  the  drain  plug  washer.

5.  Locate  the  Fill  Plug:  Once  the  old  fluid  has  drained,  locate
the fill plug.

6.  Refill  with  New  Fluid:  Using  a  funnel,  carefully  add  the
specified  amount  of  new  transmission  fluid.

7.  Check Fluid Level:  Many Honda Civic  transmissions don't
have  a  dipstick.  The  fill  plug  often  serves  as  a  level  indicator.
When fluid starts to trickle out of the fill hole, you've reached the
correct level. If this isn't the case with your model, consult the
owner's manual.

8. Tighten the Plugs: Using a torque wrench, tighten both plugs
to the manufacturer's specified torque.

9. Lower the Vehicle: Carefully lower the vehicle using the jack.

10.  Check for Leaks:  Inspect the area around the drain and fill
plugs for any leaks.

Frequency  of  Manual  Transmission
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Fluid Changes
The  recommended  interval  for  changing  your  Honda  Civic's
manual transmission fluid varies depending on your driving habits
and  the  specific  model  year.  However,  a  general  guideline  is
every 60,000 to 100,000 miles or  every 3-5 years,  whichever
comes  first.  More  frequent  changes  might  be  necessary  if  you
frequently  tow  heavy  loads  or  drive  in  extreme  conditions
(extreme heat or cold). Always check your owner's manual for the
manufacturer's  specific  recommendations.  Regular  Honda  Civic
transmission service goes a long way in maintaining optimal
performance.

Conclusion
Regularly  changing your Honda Civic's  manual  transmission fluid
is a simple yet critical maintenance task that significantly impacts
your  vehicle's  longevity,  performance,  and  resale  value.  By
following the steps outlined in this guide and using the correct
fluid, you can keep your transmission shifting smoothly for many
years to come. Remember to always consult your owner's manual
for  specific  instructions  and  recommendations  tailored  to  your
vehicle.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1:  Can  I  use  a  different  type  of  transmission  fluid  than
what's recommended in my owner's manual?

A1: No, absolutely not. Using the incorrect type of transmission
fluid  can  damage  your  transmission  and  void  your  warranty.
Always use the fluid specifically recommended by Honda for your
model year and transmission type.

Q2:  How  much  transmission  fluid  does  my  Honda  Civic
hold?

A2: The amount of fluid your transmission holds varies depending
on the specific model and year. Consult your owner's manual for
the exact capacity.

Q3: What happens if I don't change my transmission fluid?

A3:  Neglecting  transmission  fluid  changes  will  lead  to  degraded
fluid,  poor  lubrication,  increased  wear  and  tear  on  components,
harsh shifting, and eventually, transmission failure, resulting in
costly repairs.
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Q4: How often should I check my transmission fluid level?

A4: Many Honda Civic manual transmissions don't have dipsticks.
The fluid level is checked by observing fluid flow from the fill hole
when adding new fluid (see the steps above). Regularly checking
for leaks around the plugs is also recommended.

Q5: Can I change the transmission fluid myself, or should I
take it to a mechanic?

A5:  You can change the  fluid  yourself  if  you  have the  necessary
tools and feel comfortable working on your vehicle. However, if
you're unsure, it's best to take it to a qualified mechanic.

Q6:  What  are  the  signs  that  my  transmission  fluid  needs
changing?

A6: Signs include harsh shifting, difficulty engaging gears, whining
noises from the transmission, and a burnt smell emanating from
the transmission area.

Q7:  What  type  of  transmission  fluid  does  a  2006  Honda
Civic  Si  use?

A7: The specific fluid for a 2006 Honda Civic Si will be detailed in
the owner's manual. While some might use MTF-3, consulting the
manual is crucial for accuracy.

Q8:  My  transmission  fluid  is  already  low;  will  changing  it
solve the problem?

A8:  Low  transmission  fluid  may  be  a  symptom  of  a  leak.
Addressing  the  underlying  leak  is  crucial.  Simply  adding  fluid
temporarily  fixes  the  low  level  but  not  the  root  cause  of  the
problem.  Inspect  for  leaks  after  adding  the  fluid  and  seek
professional  help  if  needed.

Keeping  Your  Honda  Civic's  Manual
Transmission Happy: A Comprehensive
Guide to Fluid Changes
Your  Honda  Civic's  manual  transmission  is  the  heart  of  your
driving journey. It's a complex system of gears, synchronizers,
and bearings working in perfect accord to translate engine power
into  motion.  Like  any  intricate  contraption,  it  needs  regular
maintenance to operate optimally and extend its durability. One
crucial aspect of this care is changing the manual transmission
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fluid.  Neglecting  this  seemingly  straightforward  task  can  lead  to
pricey repairs down the line, so let's delve into the procedure of
changing the manual transmission fluid on your Honda Civic.

This comprehensive manual will walk you through every stage,
providing  you  with  the  knowledge  and  confidence  to  tackle  this
job  yourself.  While  seemingly  challenging  at  first,  with  the  right
tools  and  a  methodical  approach,  you'll  find  it’s  a  doable  task.
Remember, safety is essential,  so always prioritize your safety
while performing on your vehicle.

Gathering Your Arsenal: Tools and Materials

Before you begin, assemble the necessary tools and materials.
You'll need:

New Manual Transmission Fluid: Consult your owner's
manual  for  the  recommended  type  and  quantity  of  fluid.
Using  the  wrong  fluid  can  damage  your  transmission.
Drain Pan: A substantial drain pan to receive the old fluid.
Wrench(es): The correct size wrench(es) for your Civic's
drain  and  fill  plugs.  This  will  differ  depending  on  the  year
and model.
Jack and Jack Stands: Essential for reliably raising your
vehicle. Never work under a car supported only by a jack.
Torque Wrench: Highly recommended for tightening the
drain  and  fill  plugs  to  the  accurate  specification.  Over-
tightening  can  ruin  the  threads.
Funnel:  A funnel to prevent spills when adding the new
fluid.
Gloves: Protect your hands from the old, potentially dirty
fluid.
Rags or Shop Towels: For wiping up any spills.

The Procedure: A Step-by-Step Guide

1. Preparation: Park your Civic on a level surface, engage the
parking  brake,  and  chock  the  wheels.  Consult  your  owner's
manual for the place of the drain and fill plugs.

2. Raising the Vehicle: Safely raise the front of your Civic using
the jack and secure it on jack stands. Always prioritize protection.

3.  Locating  the  Drain  Plug:  Locate  the  drain  plug  on  the
transmission body. It's usually located on the bottom.

4. Draining the Old Fluid: Position the drain pan beneath the
drain  plug  and  carefully  remove the  plug.  Let  the  old  fluid  drain
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fully. This may take some period.

5. Inspecting the Old Fluid: Examine the color and consistency
of  the  old  fluid.  Dark,  black  fluid  or  fluid  with  metallic  particles
indicates the need for a fluid change.

6.  Replacing  the  Drain  Plug:  Once  the  fluid  has  exhausted,
replace  the  drain  plug  and  tighten  it  to  the  correct  torque
specification using the torque wrench.

7. Locating the Fill Plug: Locate the fill plug, usually on the side
or top of the transmission casing.

8. Adding New Fluid: Using a funnel, carefully add the advised
amount  of  new manual  transmission  fluid.  Refer  to  your  owner's
manual for the precise quantity.

9. Checking the Fluid Level: Once the fluid is added, check the
fluid level. The method for this can vary depending on your Civic's
model.  Some  models  have  a  dipstick;  others  require  you  to  fill
until  fluid  starts  to  trickle  out  of  the  fill  hole.

10. Replacing the Fill Plug:  Replace the fill  plug and tighten it
to the correct torque specification.

11. Lowering the Vehicle: Carefully lower your Civic using the
jack.

12. Final Check: After running your Civic for a short time, re-
check the fluid level. Top it off if necessary.

Practical Benefits and Implementation Strategies

Regular manual transmission fluid changes offer several benefits:

Improved  Shifting:  Fresh  fluid  ensures  smooth  and
precise gear shifts.
Extended  Transmission  Lifespan:  Clean  fluid  lubricates
the transmission components, reducing wear and tear.
Prevention of Damage:  Old, contaminated fluid can lead
to expensive transmission repairs.

The  frequency  of  fluid  changes  depends  on  factors  like  driving
situations  and  the  age  of  your  vehicle.  Consult  your  owner's
handbook for advised intervals. Consider changing the fluid more
frequently if you frequently tow heavy weights or drive in harsh
conditions.

Conclusion
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Changing  your  Honda  Civic's  manual  transmission  fluid  is  a
relatively easy yet crucial maintenance task that can significantly
contribute  to  the  extended  health  and  performance  of  your
transmission.  By  following  this  comprehensive  guide  and
prioritizing  protection,  you  can  confidently  perform  this  project
yourself  and  save  money  on  professional  maintenance.
Remember  always  to  consult  your  owner's  manual  for  specific
instructions  tailored  to  your  vehicle's  model  and  year.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: How often should I change my Honda Civic's manual
transmission fluid?

A1: Consult your owner's manual for the recommended interval.
Generally, it's every 30,000 to 60,000 miles or every 2-3 years,
but  this  can  vary.  More  frequent  changes  are  recommended
under harsh driving conditions.

Q2: What type of transmission fluid should I use?

A2: Your owner's manual will specify the correct type and weight
of fluid for your Honda Civic's transmission. Using the wrong fluid
can damage the transmission.

Q3: Can I do this myself, or should I take it to a mechanic?

A3: With the right tools and careful attention to the instructions,
you  can  likely  change  the  fluid  yourself.  However,  if  you're
uncomfortable working on your car, it's always best to take it to a
qualified mechanic.

Q4: What happens if I don't change the transmission fluid?

A4: Neglecting transmission fluid changes can lead to premature
wear and tear, poor shifting, and ultimately, transmission failure,
resulting in costly repairs.

Q5: What if I accidentally overfill the transmission?

A5: Overfilling can cause problems just as easily as underfilling. If
this happens, use a suction pump (available at most auto parts
stores)  to  carefully  remove  the  excess  fluid.  Again,  consult  your
owner's manual for the correct fluid level.
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