Manual Fare Building In Sabre

Mastering Manual Fare Building in Sabre: A
Comprehensive Guide

In the dynamic world of air travel, accurate and efficient fare construction is paramount. While automated systems
handle a significant portion of fare creation, understanding and utilizing manual fare building in Sabre remains a
crucial skill for travel professionals. This in-depth guide explores the intricacies of this process, highlighting its
benefits, practical applications, and potential challenges. We'll delve into specific functionalities, addressing common
concerns and providing actionable insights for proficient fare construction within the Sabre GDS. This article will cover
essential aspects like fare construction rules, Sabre fare display, fare quote creation, and understanding
fare families.

Understanding the Benefits of Manual Fare Building in Sabre

Manual fare construction in Sabre offers several key advantages over relying solely on automated processes. While
automated systems excel at handling high-volume, routine tasks, manual fare building provides the flexibility and
control needed for complex or unusual travel scenarios.

e Handling Complex Itineraries: Automated systems sometimes struggle with intricate itineraries involving
multiple airlines, layovers, or special routing requirements. Manual fare building allows agents to meticulously
construct fares for these situations, ensuring accuracy and competitive pricing.

* Addressing Special Fare Rules: Specific fares may have unique conditions and restrictions, such as advanced
booking requirements or minimum/maximum stay durations. Manual construction enables agents to
meticulously apply these rules, guaranteeing compliance and avoiding potential penalties. This is especially
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crucial for understanding and applying fare construction rules correctly.

e Optimizing Pricing Strategies: By manually building fares, travel professionals can identify and leverage
hidden discounts or special offers not readily accessible through automated systems. This empowers agents to
offer highly competitive pricing, enhancing customer satisfaction and loyalty.

e Troubleshooting Fare Errors: When automated systems fail to produce a valid fare, manual intervention is
essential. The ability to diagnose the issue and construct the fare manually is invaluable in resolving these
situations quickly and effectively.

* Creating Custom Fares: In certain situations, agents may need to create custom fares that don't fit into pre-
defined templates. Manual fare building in Sabre provides the tools to design these unique fares, addressing
specific client needs and preferences.

Practical Applications and Usage of Manual Fare Building

Manual fare construction in Sabre is not a simple, one-size-fits-all process. Its application varies depending on the
specific needs of the situation. Let's explore some typical use cases:

* Negotiating Corporate Fares: Travel agents frequently negotiate special corporate fares with airlines. Manual
fare building is often necessary to create and manage these customized fares, ensuring compliance with
corporate contracts and policies.

e Constructing Complex International Itineraries: International travel frequently involves multiple airlines,
connecting flights, and varying fare rules. Manual fare building in Sabre helps agents to accurately construct
fares for these complex journeys, minimizing errors and maximizing value for the customer. This often requires
a thorough understanding of Sabre fare display options to quickly check availability and pricing.

* Handling Special Requests: Passengers sometimes require special accommodations, such as wheelchair
assistance or specific meal preferences. These requests can impact fare construction, and manual building
ensures these considerations are accurately incorporated.
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e Creating Group Fares: Organizing group travel often involves negotiating special fares and managing multiple
passengers. Manual fare building is essential in this context, offering granular control over the fare construction
and ensuring optimal pricing.

¢ Generating Fare Quotes: Before booking a flight, many clients require detailed fare quotes. Manually building
these quotes in Sabre allows agents to present customized options, tailored to the specific client needs and
preferences, improving the overall customer experience.

Understanding Fare Families and Construction Rules

Navigating the complexities of manual fare building requires a solid understanding of Sabre's fare families and
associated rules. Fare families group fares based on characteristics such as airline, class of service, and routing. Each
fare family is subject to specific rules dictating conditions of carriage. This includes rules regarding minimum and
maximum stay, advance purchase requirements, and fare restrictions. Failing to correctly apply these fare
construction rules can lead to invalid fares and potential booking issues. Thorough training and familiarity with
Sabre's documentation are essential for mastering this aspect. Efficient use of Sabre fare display features can
greatly aid in the understanding and application of these rules.

Challenges and Considerations in Manual Fare Building

While incredibly powerful, manual fare building presents certain challenges.

¢ Time Consumption: Manual construction is more time-consuming than automated processes. Proficiency and
efficient workflow are crucial to minimize this overhead.

e Complexity: Understanding the nuances of Sabre's fare construction rules and various fare families
necessitates extensive training and experience.

* Error Potential: Manual processes inherently carry a higher risk of human error. Double-checking and careful
attention to detail are vital.
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Conclusion

Manual fare building in Sabre is a critical skill for any travel professional seeking to handle complex itineraries,
negotiate favorable fares, and provide superior customer service. While it demands expertise and careful attention to
detail, the flexibility, control, and pricing optimization it offers are invaluable in today's dynamic travel industry. By
mastering the techniques outlined in this guide and continuing professional development, travel agents can unlock the
full potential of manual fare construction within the Sabre GDS.

FAQ: Manual Fare Building in Sabre

Q1: What are the key differences between automated and manual fare building in Sabre?

Al: Automated fare building relies on pre-programmed algorithms and rules to generate fares quickly. Manual fare
building offers greater control and flexibility, allowing for complex itinerary construction, custom fare creation, and
handling of unique fare rules not easily processed automatically.

Q2: How do | access the manual fare construction tools within Sabre?

A2: The specific access method depends on your Sabre version and user permissions. Typically, it involves using
specific commands or functions within the Sabre system to initiate the manual fare building process. Consult your
Sabre training materials or support documentation for the exact steps.

Q3: What are some common errors encountered during manual fare building?

A3: Common errors include incorrect application of fare rules, incorrect passenger information, invalid routing, and
overlooking special conditions. Careful attention to detail, double-checking, and using Sabre's validation tools are
crucial to avoid these errors.

Q4: How can | improve my efficiency in manual fare building?
A4: Efficient workflow, familiarity with Sabre’s commands and shortcuts, thorough understanding of fare construction
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rules, and regular practice are crucial for improving efficiency.
Q5: What resources are available for learning more about manual fare building in Sabre?

A5: Sabre offers comprehensive training programs and documentation covering all aspects of its GDS. Online forums,
industry publications, and experienced colleagues can also serve as valuable resources.

Q6: How does understanding fare families impact manual fare construction?

A6: Fare families categorize fares based on attributes like airline, class, and restrictions. Knowing these families allows
for efficient selection of appropriate fares and application of relevant rules, minimizing errors.

Q7: What is the role of Sabre fare display in manual fare building?

A7: Sabre fare display helps agents to quickly verify fare availability, assess pricing, and review fare rules before
finalizing the manual fare construction.

Q8: Is manual fare building becoming obsolete with advancements in automated systems?

A8: While automation is advancing, manual fare building retains its importance for handling complex scenarios,
negotiations, and unique client requirements where automated systems fall short. It complements automation, not
replaces it.

Mastering the Art of Manual Fare Building in Sabre: A Deep Dive

The aviation world relies heavily on meticulous pricing strategies. For travel professionals , a complete understanding
of fare construction is crucial. This article delves into the nuances of manual fare building in Sabre, a prominent global
distribution system (GDS), presenting a practical guide for both novices and seasoned users. We'll examine the
process , highlighting key features and offering useful strategies to optimize your efficiency .

Understanding the Sabre Environment:
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Before diving into the specifics of manual fare building, it’s vital to grasp the Sabre platform. Sabre is a vast database
containing abundant information on flights, hotels, and other travel offerings. Its interface might seem intimidating at
first, but with training, you'll master its features . Think of Sabre as a powerful tool; its potency depends on how
expertly you employ it.

The Manual Fare Building Process:

Manual fare building in Sabre allows you to build fares outside the automated systems. This is significantly useful
when handling challenging itineraries, unique circumstances , or non-standard fare rules. The method generally entails
the following steps:

1. Accessing the Fare Construction Tool: This usually involves navigating through Sabre's menu system to locate
the appropriate fare construction module .

2. Entering Itinerary Details: This step requires inputting precise information concerning the passenger’s journey ,
including departure and arrival cities, dates of travel, and client details.

3. Selecting Fare Components: You'll select the specific fare components , including carrier , fare category , and
any relevant charges. This demands a deep understanding of fare bases .

4. Defining Fare Rules: This is where the actual skill of manual fare building resides. You have to correctly define the
stipulations governing the fare, including restrictions on modifications , returns, and other conditions . A small mistake
here can have considerable repercussions .

5. Pricing and Validation: Once the fare is created, Sabre will determine the total price. You'll then confirm the fare
to guarantee its correctness .

Practical Tips and Best Practices:
e Mastering Fare Basis Codes: A deep understanding of fare basis codes is essential . These codes contain a

abundance of details about the fare.
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e Leveraging Sabre's Help Resources: Sabre gives thorough online help resources and guidance.

¢ Practice and Refinement: Consistent practice is key to mastering your skills in manual fare building. Start
with straightforward itineraries and gradually elevate the difficulty .

e Staying Updated: The carrier industry is constantly developing. Staying abreast of new fare rules and Sabre
updates is vital for success.

Conclusion:

Manual fare building in Sabre is a intricate but fulfilling skill. With practice , meticulousness , and a comprehensive
grasp of the underlying principles , you can perfect this vital aspect of the travel profession . The skill to manually
construct fares empowers you to handle a wider range of travel requests , increasing your worth as a travel
professional.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
1. Q: What are the advantages of manual fare building over automated systems?

A: Manual fare building provides greater control when dealing with complex itineraries or special requirements that
automated systems may not handle effectively.

2. Q: What are the potential consequences of errors in manual fare building?

A: Errors can result to faulty pricing, delays , and customer dissatisfaction . In some cases, it might even nullify the
booking .

3. Q: Is there any specific Sabre training available for manual fare construction?

A: Yes, Sabre offers various training resources, including online tutorials and onsite training programs. Contact Sabre
directly or your education provider for available options .
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4. Q: How long does it take to become proficient in manual fare building in Sabre?

A: The time it takes to master manual fare building depends depending on prior experience and the frequency of
practice. However, with dedicated commitment, most individuals can develop a good level of proficiency within
several periods of dedicated training .
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