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The Roman Breviary in English: Daily Recitation for
November and December 2016

The Roman Breviary, a collection of liturgical prayers recited daily by clergy and religious, holds a significant place
in the Catholic tradition. This article delves into the specific challenge of accessing and following the Roman
Breviary in English for every day of November and December 2016, a task that requires careful planning and
resourcefulness. We'll examine the historical context, explore the practicalities of using a specific English
translation, and address common questions surrounding this liturgical practice.

The Historical Context: The Roman Breviary and its Evolution

The Roman Breviary, in its various forms, has evolved over centuries. Its roots trace back to the early Church, with
a gradual standardization and refinement across different monastic orders and dioceses. Prior to the liturgical
reforms of the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965), the Breviary’s structure and content were substantially
different from the current *Liturgy of the Hours*. Understanding this evolution is crucial when seeking to access an
English translation for a specific year like 2016, as the post-conciliar revisions changed both the structure and the
content. Finding a complete English translation of the *pre-conciliar* Roman Breviary for November and December
2016 proves difficult, as most readily available resources focus on the post-Vatican II Liturgy of the Hours.
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Accessing the Roman Breviary in English: Challenges and Solutions
for 2016

One of the primary difficulties in undertaking the daily recitation of the Roman Breviary in English for November
and December of 2016 is the lack of readily available, complete, and easily searchable online resources specifically
for that time period. Many online resources offer the *post-conciliar* Liturgy of the Hours, but not necessarily the
pre-conciliar Roman Breviary. This requires a more diligent approach, which might include:

e Searching for antiquarian books: Websites specializing in rare and used books could yield printed copies
of the Breviary in English translation from that period. However, these may be expensive and require careful
assessment of their authenticity and completeness.

e Consulting Libraries: Large university or seminary libraries, or those with extensive collections of liturgical
texts, may possess the necessary resources.

e Utilizing digital archives: Some digital libraries may contain scanned copies of older breviaries. However,
navigating these archives requires a degree of familiarity with cataloging systems and the potential
difficulties of optical character recognition (OCR) accuracy.

e Considering Partial Translations: It's likely that complete translations might be scarce. Therefore, finding
partial translations of specific liturgical texts for the designated months might be a feasible strategy.

The Benefits of Daily Recitation: Spiritual Growth and Disciplined
Prayer

Despite the difficulties in accessing the materials, the daily recitation of the Roman Breviary offers significant
spiritual benefits. Regular engagement with the liturgy fosters:

e Deepened Prayer Life: The structured prayers promote consistent communication with God, leading to
spiritual growth and a richer relationship with the divine.

e Spiritual Discipline: Committing to daily recitation cultivates discipline and perseverance in one's faith.

e Enhanced Liturgical Understanding: Familiarity with the texts deepens one's understanding of the
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liturgical calendar and the mysteries of the faith.
¢ Community with the Church: Participation in the public prayer of the Church, even through private
recitation, unites the individual with the broader community of believers.

Practical Considerations and Challenges in Using the 2016 Breviary

Even if a complete English translation for November and December 2016 is found, several practical considerations
should be addressed:

e Language and Translation Accuracy: The accuracy and style of older English translations might vary
considerably. Understanding the nuances of language used at that time could be crucial for accurate
interpretation.

e Length and Time Commitment: The Breviary's length demands a significant time commitment, requiring
careful planning and integration into one's daily routine.

» Access to Resources: Having access to physical copies or reliable digital resources will significantly impact
the feasibility of the daily recitation.

Conclusion: The Enduring Value of the Roman Breviary

While accessing a complete English translation of the Roman Breviary for November and December 2016 presents
a considerable challenge, the endeavor underscores the enduring value of the liturgical tradition. Even though the
*Liturgy of the Hours* now replaces the pre-conciliar Breviary, the underlying principles of structured, communal
prayer remain central to the Catholic faith. The effort required to access and use the older text highlights the
dedication and commitment involved in maintaining a consistent and meaningful prayer life.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: What is the difference between the Roman Breviary and the Liturgy of the Hours?
Al: The Roman Breviary was the pre-Vatican II book of liturgical prayers for the clergy and religious. The Liturgy
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of the Hours is the post-conciliar revision, featuring a revised structure, content, and often a more contemporary
style of language. The key difference lies in both the structure (the hours of prayer and the content) and the
theological approach.

Q2: Are there any online resources available for the pre-conciliar Roman Breviary?

A2: Finding complete online resources for the pre-conciliar Roman Breviary, particularly for specific dates like
November and December 2016, is extremely challenging. Most readily available resources focus on the Liturgy of
the Hours. However, partial texts or selections might be found in digital archives or specialized liturgical websites.

Q3: What is the best way to find a printed copy of a Roman Breviary in English from 2016?

A3: Searching for antiquarian books online or consulting large libraries specializing in religious texts is the most
effective approach. Be prepared for a potentially lengthy search, and be aware that the cost of such books might be
high.

Q4: Can I use a modern translation of the Liturgy of the Hours instead of the 2016 Breviary?

A4: While not a direct replacement, the Liturgy of the Hours offers a contemporary equivalent for daily liturgical
prayer. However, if you specifically need to utilize the exact text of the Roman Breviary for 2016, the modern
version is not suitable.

Q5: What are some challenges in using older English translations of the Breviary?

A5: Older translations might employ archaic language, making comprehension difficult for modern readers. In
addition, the accuracy and fidelity to the original Latin text could vary between translations.

Q6: How much time should I allocate daily for reciting the Roman Breviary?

A6: The total time commitment varies depending on the specific length of the prayers for each hour, but expect a
substantial time commitment, potentially exceeding an hour. Careful planning of daily schedules is essential.
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Q7: Are there any specific resources for finding older liturgical texts?

A7: Websites specializing in rare books and used books, university libraries with extensive religious collections, and
online digital archives containing digitized historical texts should be consulted.

Q8: What if I can't find a complete Breviary for November and December 2016?

A8: Consider focusing on finding partial translations or focusing your prayer on specific components within the
daily office, making use of the available texts and supplementing with personal prayer.

Reclaiming the Divine Hours: A Journey Through the Roman Breviary
in English (November & December 2016)

The venerable Roman Breviary, a compilation of prayers and readings designed for daily recitation by clergy and
religious, has consistently held a central role in the devotional life of the Catholic Church. While traditionally
rendered in Latin, translations into English have made this influential tool of spiritual growth accessible to a wider
public. This article examines the experience of utilizing the Roman Breviary in English throughout November and
December of 2016, highlighting the unique insights gained from this immersive practice .

The Breviary's daily format follows a disciplined pattern, dividing the day into distinct prayer periods : Matins
(morning prayer), Lauds (morning praise), Terce (mid-morning prayer), Sext (midday prayer), None (mid-afternoon
prayer), Vespers (evening prayer), and Compline (night prayer). Each section includes psalms , readings from
Scripture and the Church Fathers, and short invocations. Navigating the Breviary for November and December
2016 necessitated a precise edition, preferably one with a clear calendar and detailed indices to locate the correct
readings for each day.

The liturgical year itself offers a plentiful tapestry of topics . November, with its focus on the commemoration of the
deceased , presented a sobering journey into the mysteries of death and eternal life. The readings often dealt upon
themes of impermanence, hope , and the ultimate victory of God's love. The sorrowful melodies of the hymns
provided a appropriate accompaniment to these reflections.

The Roman Breviary In English In Order Every Day For November And December 2016
5



The Roman Breviary In English In Order Every Day For November And December 2016

December, in stark contrast, introduced in the festive anticipation of Christmas. The liturgical advancements for
the nativity progressively increased throughout the month. The readings shifted from the gravity of November to
the joyful proclamations of the coming Messiah. The vibrant phrasing of the psalms reflected this change in mood .

The regular routine of praying the Breviary afforded a distinct chance to engage with the divine texts in a
significant way. The daily involvement fostered a deeper understanding of the liturgical cycle and its underlying
principles. It turned into a individual religious refuge amid the bustle of ordinary life. Like sipping from a clear
well, the Breviary's words quenched a inner longing .

The experience also exposed the beauty of the liturgical language . While the translation aimed for correctness, it
also maintained much of the poetic nature of the original Latin. This contributed to the overall effect of the prayers
and readings.

In conclusion , the pursuit of praying the Roman Breviary in English throughout November and December 2016
proved to be a fulfilling spiritual adventure. It provided a singular possibility for personal maturation and a deeper
connection with the faith . The rhythmic pattern provided a structure for daily devotion and contemplation, while
the rich liturgical subjects stimulated the mind and soul.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Where can I find an English translation of the Roman Breviary? Several publishers offer English
translations; online resources and Catholic bookstores are excellent starting points. Look for editions that clearly
indicate the year's liturgical calendar for accurate daily readings.

2. Is it necessary to pray the entire Breviary each day? No. Many individuals choose to pray specific parts,
such as Lauds and Vespers, or even just a single section that fits their time constraints. Consistency is more
important than completeness.

3. What are the benefits of praying the Breviary? Benefits include deeper engagement with scripture, growth
in prayer life, a stronger understanding of the liturgical year, and a sense of connection to the wider Church
community.
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4. Is the Breviary only for clergy? While traditionally used by clergy, the Breviary is accessible to anyone who
wishes to deepen their spiritual life through daily prayer and reflection. Lay people often pray portions of the
Breviary.
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