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Retold by Margaret Tarner: A Macmillan
Education Ebookstore Classic

Margaret Tarner's "Retold" (available on the Macmillan Education ebookstore) isn't just another children's book;
it's a carefully crafted collection of classic fairy tales, reimagined for a modern audience. This article delves into
the nuances of this ebook, exploring its pedagogical value, stylistic choices, and the enduring appeal of its
retellings. We'll examine the ebook's unique features, highlighting why it’s a valuable resource for educators
and parents alike, and discuss its availability on the Macmillan Education ebookstore platform.

Introduction: A Fresh Perspective on Familiar Stories

"Retold," by Margaret Tarner, offers a refreshing take on beloved fairy tales. Instead of simply regurgitating
familiar narratives, Tarner breathes new life into these stories, making them relevant and engaging for
contemporary young readers. This isn't a mere rehash; it's a thoughtful reimagining that considers modern
sensibilities while retaining the core magic of classic tales. The accessibility of the ebook via the Macmillan
Education ebookstore makes it easily available to a wide audience. This easy access, combined with Tarner’s
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skillful storytelling, positions "Retold" as a valuable addition to any child's reading library.

Benefits for Young Readers and Educators: Engaging Narrative &
Pedagogical Value

One of the primary benefits of "Retold" lies in its ability to engage young readers. Tarner skillfully balances
familiar elements with modern twists, maintaining the captivating essence of classic fairy tales while ensuring
the stories resonate with today's children. The language is accessible yet rich, fostering vocabulary development
and comprehension skills.

» Enhanced Engagement: The modern retellings capture the attention of children who may find
traditional versions overly simplistic or archaic.

¢ Character Development: Tarner often expands on the characters, providing richer backstories and
motivations, leading to a deeper understanding of the narrative's themes.

e Modern Themes: While preserving the heart of the original tales, Tarner subtly weaves in modern
themes of inclusivity and resilience, fostering valuable social and emotional learning.

e Improved Literacy: The ebook's format, available on the Macmillan Education ebookstore, offers
interactive features (depending on the specific ebook edition) such as illustrations and audio narration,
further enhancing the reading experience and boosting literacy skills.

For educators, "Retold" offers a valuable tool for classroom use. The book's accessible language and engaging
narratives make it ideal for literacy lessons, sparking discussions about themes like courage, perseverance, and
kindness. The diverse range of stories within the collection allows for exploration of various cultural
perspectives and storytelling traditions.
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Style and Unique Elements: A Blend of Classic and Contemporary

Tarner's writing style in "Retold" strikes a perfect balance between the classic fairy tale tradition and a
contemporary sensibility. She maintains the whimsical charm and enchanting quality inherent in these stories
while updating the language and narrative structure to make them more accessible and engaging for a modern
audience. Her retellings are not simplistic adaptations but rather thoughtful reinterpretations that explore the
underlying themes and messages in a nuanced way.

e Streamlined Narratives: Tarner avoids unnecessary detail, keeping the narratives concise and easy to
follow, making them perfect for younger readers.

e Character Focus: The focus on character development is a significant feature. Instead of simply
narrating events, Tarner delves into the emotional journeys of her characters, making them relatable and
sympathetic.

e Visual Appeal (ebook version): The Macmillan Education ebookstore version likely includes illustrations
which enhances the reading experience and visual learning, enriching the narrative. The integration of
visuals and text is a key element in making the book appealing to younger readers.

Synopsis and Key Messages: Timeless Themes for a Modern World

"Retold" encompasses several classic fairy tales, each presented with a unique perspective. While the specific
tales included may vary slightly depending on the edition, the overall message remains consistent: the power of
resilience, kindness, and perseverance in the face of adversity. Themes of self-discovery and overcoming
obstacles are woven throughout the collection, providing valuable lessons for young readers. Tarner masterfully
weaves these themes into engaging narratives, leaving a lasting impact on young minds. The ebook's availability
on the Macmillan Education ebookstore ensures wider dissemination of these important messages.
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Conclusion: A Valuable Resource for Engaging Storytelling

"Retold" by Margaret Tarner, available through the Macmillan Education ebookstore, stands as a testament to
the enduring power of classic fairy tales. Through skillful reimagining and accessible language, Tarner presents
these stories in a way that resonates with modern young readers while retaining the core magic and timeless
wisdom within. Its pedagogical value, engaging style, and availability through a reputable educational platform
make it a valuable resource for educators, parents, and children alike. The ebook's accessibility via the
Macmillan Education ebookstore ensures its reach extends to a vast audience, promoting literacy and fostering
a love for reading among young minds.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: What age range is "Retold" suitable for?

Al: "Retold" is generally suitable for children aged 6-10, although younger or older children may also enjoy it
depending on their reading level and maturity. The simplified language and engaging narratives make it
accessible to younger readers, while the depth of character development and exploration of themes can
resonate with older children.

Q2: Are there different versions of "Retold" available on the Macmillan Education ebookstore?

A2: The Macmillan Education ebookstore might offer different versions based on factors such as illustrations,
interactive features, and the specific selection of fairy tales included in the compilation. It is always advisable to
check the specific product details on the ebookstore before purchasing to ensure you are getting the edition that
best suits your needs.
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Q3: How can I access "Retold" on the Macmillan Education ebookstore?

A3: You can typically access "Retold" by browsing the Macmillan Education ebookstore website or app,
searching for the title and author, and then purchasing or renting the digital version. The specific process might
vary depending on whether you are accessing the platform through a school, library, or individual account.

Q4: What makes "Retold" different from other retellings of fairy tales?

A4: Margaret Tarner’s retellings distinguish themselves through a careful balance of maintaining the essence of
classic fairy tales while updating the language and narrative structure for a modern audience. She also adds
depth to the characters and explores themes in a nuanced way, making the stories relevant and engaging for
contemporary young readers.

Q5: Does the ebook version offer interactive elements?

A5: The interactive features might vary between ebook editions. Some versions might include interactive
elements such as animations, sound effects, or embedded games to enhance the reading experience, while
others might be simpler, text-only versions. Check the product description on the Macmillan Education
ebookstore for details on the specific ebook's features.

Q6: Can "Retold" be used in a classroom setting?

A6: Absolutely! "Retold" is an excellent resource for classroom use. Its accessible language, engaging
narratives, and exploration of key themes make it ideal for literacy lessons, discussions, and creative writing
activities. Its availability on the Macmillan Education ebookstore also simplifies its integration into digital
learning environments.
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Q7: What are the potential drawbacks of the ebook format?

A7: While ebooks offer convenience and accessibility, potential drawbacks include the reliance on technology
(requiring devices and internet access), potential limitations in visual presentation compared to print books
(depending on the ebook version and device), and the lack of a physical book to hold and interact with tactilely.

Q8: How does the pricing compare to physical copies?

A8: The pricing of the ebook on the Macmillan Education ebookstore will vary depending on the edition and any
associated features (like interactive elements). Generally, ebook prices might be competitive with physical
copies, but it’s best to compare prices on the ebookstore to those available for print copies at the time of
purchase.

Delving into Narratives Retold: An Exploration of Margaret Tarner's
Macmillan Education Ebookstore Offerings

The world of storytelling is a vast and fascinating landscape. Within this expansive terrain, retellings play a
crucial role, offering novel interpretations on classic tales and unfamiliar narratives. This article delves into the
significant contribution of Margaret Tarner's works, readily accessible via the Macmillan Education Ebookstore,
focusing on the impact of her retellings on readers of all levels . We will examine her narrative technique ,
analyze the themes she explores, and discuss the pedagogical benefits of utilizing her retellings in educational
environments.

Margaret Tarner's approach to retelling isn't simply a reiteration of existing stories. Instead, she thoughtfully
chooses her source material, demonstrating a profound grasp of the original texts' complexities. Her retellings
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aren't mere condensations; they are reinterpretations that retain the essence of the original story while
adjusting it to suit a modern readership. This delicate balancing act is a hallmark of her work, making her
retellings both engaging and thought-provoking .

One of the key strengths of Tarner's retellings lies in her ability to convey the emotional core of the original
narratives. She does this not through exact duplication , but through a masterful use of diction. Her prose is
clear , yet descriptive, allowing readers to lose themselves in the stories. She employs a tone that is both
respectful of the original authors and understandable to contemporary readers, regardless of their experience .

For instance, consider a possible retelling of a classic fairy tale. Instead of simply re-writing the narrative word-
for-word, Tarner might focus the psychological aspects of the characters, exploring their motivations and
internal conflicts. She might also contextualize the setting and the language, making the story more relevant to
a contemporary audience without losing its inherent allure. This careful reworking of familiar stories makes
them fresh , offering alternative interpretations for both adult readers.

The pedagogical value of Tarner's retellings within the context of Macmillan Education's Ebookstore is
undeniable. They offer teachers and educators valuable tools for engaging students with literature. The
simplified language and engaging narratives make them perfect for introducing younger readers to complex
concepts. Furthermore, the availability of the retellings in digital format through the Ebookstore enhances
accessibility and usability for both educators and students.

The Macmillan Education Ebookstore itself enhances the value of Tarner's retellings. The platform provides a
secure and organized environment for accessing and utilizing these digital resources. Features like keyword
searching , download features, and readability settings further improve the user experience. This combination of
high-quality content and a user-friendly digital platform makes it an invaluable resource for educators and
learners alike.
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In conclusion, Margaret Tarner's retellings, available through the Macmillan Education Ebookstore, represent a
significant contribution to the realm of children's and young adult literature. Her unique approach of
reimagining classic and less familiar stories creates both engaging narratives and valuable educational
resources . The convenience offered by the Ebookstore further amplifies their impact, ensuring that these
stories continue to captivate generations of readers to come.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
1. Q: Are Margaret Tarner's retellings suitable for all ages?

A: While many are geared towards younger readers, the range of her retellings means some are appropriate for
older children and young adults, depending on the complexity of the original source material and her
adaptation.

2. Q: How do Tarner's retellings differ from simple summaries?

A: They are not mere summaries. Tarner actively reimagines and reinterprets the source material, often
exploring themes and character development in new and engaging ways.

3. Q: What makes the Macmillan Education Ebookstore a good platform for these books?

A: The Ebookstore offers ease of access, organizational tools, and user-friendly features such as adjustable font
sizes and download options, optimizing the learning experience.

4. Q: Are these ebooks suitable for classroom use?
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A: Absolutely! They're designed with educational applications in mind, providing accessible narratives and
engaging content perfect for introducing students to classic stories or exploring complex themes.
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