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This article delves into the integration of Infotrac with Connelly's *The Sundance
Writer: A Rhetoric Reader Handbook* (4th Edition, 2009 MLA Update), exploring its
value as a research tool for students and instructors. We'll examine the features of
Infotrac, its practical application within the context of the handbook, and how it
enhances the learning experience. Keywords relevant to our discussion include:
research databases, MLA citation, rhetorical analysis, academic writing, and
composition textbooks.

Introduction: Enhancing Rhetorical Analysis with
Research Databases
Connelly's *The Sundance Writer* is a widely used composition textbook, providing a
comprehensive guide to rhetoric, writing, and research. The 2009 MLA update of the
4th edition further solidified its position as a go-to resource for college students. The
inclusion of Infotrac, a research database, significantly enhances the textbook's utility
by providing students with immediate access to credible sources essential for
supporting their arguments and developing sophisticated rhetorical analyses. This
integration streamlines the research process, allowing students to focus more on
critical thinking and less on the often-daunting task of finding relevant and reliable
information.

Benefits of Infotrac Integration in Connelly's



Infotrac For Connellys The Sundance Writer A Rhetoric Reader Handbook 2009 Mla Update Edition
4th Edition

Infotrac For Connellys The Sundance Writer A Rhetoric Reader Handbook 2009 Mla Update Edition 4th Edition
2

Handbook
The integration of Infotrac directly into *The Sundance Writer* offers several key
advantages:

Accessibility: Students gain immediate access to a vast repository of scholarly
articles, journals, and other credible sources without needing to navigate
multiple databases or library websites. This streamlined access is particularly
helpful for beginners unfamiliar with navigating academic research tools.

Relevance: Infotrac’s content is carefully curated, ensuring that the resources
available are relevant to the topics covered in the handbook. This reduces the
time students spend sifting through irrelevant information and helps them find
credible sources to support their claims in essays and research papers.

MLA Citation Support: Infotrac often simplifies the MLA citation process.
Many databases automatically generate citations, reducing the risk of errors
and saving students valuable time. This is crucial for mastering the MLA style, a
skill explicitly taught within *The Sundance Writer*.

Enhanced Learning: By providing easy access to quality research materials,
Infotrac fosters a deeper understanding of rhetorical concepts. Students can
analyze actual examples of effective and ineffective rhetoric, strengthening their
analytical skills and improving their own writing.

Cost-Effectiveness: While access to Infotrac typically comes bundled with the
textbook, the value it adds significantly outweighs any potential extra cost. The
time saved on research and the improved quality of student work justify the
inclusion.

Practical Usage of Infotrac with Connelly's
Handbook
Infotrac's effectiveness is maximized when used strategically alongside *The
Sundance Writer*. For example, when exploring a particular rhetorical strategy such
as ethos, pathos, or logos, students can use Infotrac to find articles analyzing the use
of these strategies in various texts. They might search for articles discussing
persuasive speeches, advertisements, or political rhetoric, applying the concepts from
the handbook to real-world examples.

The handbook itself often suggests specific research topics or prompts. Infotrac can
be instrumental in finding appropriate source materials to address these prompts,
facilitating a deeper engagement with the assigned readings and allowing for a more
nuanced understanding of rhetorical principles. Students can use keywords related to
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the specific chapters, such as "argumentation," "persuasion," or "visual rhetoric," to
find relevant articles within the database.

Overcoming Challenges and Maximizing Infotrac's
Potential
While Infotrac offers significant advantages, effective use requires understanding its
limitations. Students need to critically evaluate the sources they find within the
database, ensuring the credibility and relevance of the information. Learning how to
effectively use keywords and refine search queries is essential to maximizing the
database's potential.

Furthermore, instructors can play a pivotal role in guiding students on how to
effectively utilize Infotrac. Workshops or tutorials on database navigation, effective
search strategies, and critical evaluation of sources can significantly enhance student
learning. Instructors can also incorporate assignments that explicitly require the use
of Infotrac, ensuring students develop essential research and citation skills.

Conclusion: A Valuable Tool for Rhetorical Study
The integration of Infotrac with Connelly's *The Sundance Writer* significantly
enhances the learning experience for students. By providing easy access to a vast
library of relevant research materials and streamlining the research process, Infotrac
empowers students to develop critical thinking skills and produce high-quality, well-
supported writing. While effective use requires guidance and critical evaluation, the
benefits of this integration far outweigh any potential drawbacks, making it a valuable
asset for both students and instructors engaged in the study of rhetoric and
composition.

FAQ
Q1: Is Infotrac access included with all copies of Connelly's *The Sundance
Writer*?

A1: Access to Infotrac is typically bundled with new copies of the textbook. However,
it's essential to check with the bookstore or publisher to confirm whether the specific
edition you are purchasing includes access. Older or used copies might not include
access codes.

Q2: What if I have trouble accessing Infotrac?

A2: If you encounter problems accessing Infotrac, your first step should be to consult
the instructions included with your textbook. These instructions often contain
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troubleshooting tips and contact information for technical support. Your institution's
library might also provide assistance with database access.

Q3: Can Infotrac be used for research outside of the context of Connelly's
handbook?

A3: Absolutely! Infotrac is a versatile research database that can be used for research
projects in various disciplines. While its content might be particularly relevant to
rhetoric and composition, it can still provide valuable resources for other academic
pursuits.

Q4: How can I effectively use keywords to refine my searches within Infotrac?

A4: Start with broad keywords related to your topic and gradually refine your search
using more specific terms. Experiment with different combinations of keywords and
use Boolean operators (AND, OR, NOT) to combine or exclude terms. Consider using
synonyms to broaden your search results.

Q5: How does Infotrac help with MLA citation?

A5: Many Infotrac databases offer citation tools that automatically generate MLA-
formatted citations. This greatly simplifies the process and reduces the risk of errors
in your bibliography. However, it's always essential to double-check the generated
citations for accuracy.

Q6: What kind of sources can I expect to find in Infotrac?

A6: Infotrac typically contains a wide range of sources, including scholarly articles
from peer-reviewed journals, magazines, newspapers, and sometimes even primary
source documents. The exact content varies depending on the specific database
package associated with your textbook edition.

Q7: Are there any limitations to using Infotrac?

A7: Yes, like any database, Infotrac has limitations. Its content might not be
completely exhaustive, and the quality of individual sources can vary. Critical
evaluation of sources remains essential. Additionally, access might be restricted to
students enrolled at specific institutions.

Q8: How can instructors effectively integrate Infotrac into their course
design?

A8: Instructors can integrate Infotrac by assigning research papers requiring its use,
incorporating in-class activities that utilize the database, and providing tutorials or
workshops on effective database navigation and source evaluation. They can also
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create assignments that specifically focus on analyzing the rhetorical strategies
employed in the articles found within Infotrac.

Unlocking the Power of Persuasion: A Deep Dive into Infotrac for Connelly's *The
Sundance Writer*

This essay delves into the value of Infotrac in conjunction with William Connelly's
*The Sundance Writer: A Rhetoric Reader Handbook, 2009 MLA Update Edition, 4th
Edition*. We will examine how this digital research instrument supplements the
educational experience offered by this popular rhetoric guide. Connelly's text presents
a complete overview to rhetoric and composition, and Infotrac functions as a potent
addendum, unleashing a plethora of primary data for learners to engage with.

Connelly's *The Sundance Writer* concentrates on developing critical thinking and
writing skills through a applied strategy. The manual includes a assortment of
writings, orations, and graphic materials, providing users exposure to diverse
rhetorical approaches. However, the manual's scope is, necessarily, restricted. This is
where Infotrac comes in.

Infotrac offers access to a immense collection of scholarly publications, newspapers,
and diverse information. This enables students to extend their research beyond the
boundaries of the handbook. They can explore modern debates related to the topics
addressed in Connelly's text, accessing primary data to underpin their assertions.

For illustration, if a reader is investigating the argumentation of a particular economic
oration referred in the manual, Infotrac allows them to discover associated
publications offering different perspectives. This strengthens their comprehension
and enables them to develop a more complex evaluation.

Furthermore, Infotrac's retrieval capabilities are exceptionally developed, allowing
users to focus their queries with exactness. This is essential for efficient exploration,
guaranteeing that learners focus on pertinent materials.

The amalgamation of Connelly's *The Sundance Writer* and Infotrac produces a
effective educational atmosphere. The handbook provides the fundamental
framework, while Infotrac provides the experiential instruments to apply that learning
in a meaningful way.

In conclusion, the synthesis of Infotrac with Connelly's *The Sundance Writer*
considerably elevates the training experience. It transforms a potentially fixed manual
into a vibrant resource that authorizes pupils to develop into proficient researchers.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Is Infotrac essential for using Connelly's *The Sundance Writer*? A: While



Infotrac For Connellys The Sundance Writer A Rhetoric Reader Handbook 2009 Mla Update Edition
4th Edition

Infotrac For Connellys The Sundance Writer A Rhetoric Reader Handbook 2009 Mla Update Edition 4th Edition
6

not strictly mandatory, Infotrac substantially enhances the educational experience by
providing permission to a wide selection of supplemental data.

2. Q: How do I receive Infotrac? A: Access to Infotrac is usually provided through
educational institutions. Reach out your instructor or information center for
particulars.

3. Q: Can Infotrac be used for purposes beyond Connelly's *The Sundance
Writer*? A: Absolutely! Infotrac is a versatile data resource applicable to a extensive
variety of academic fields.

4. Q: Are there any choices to Infotrac? A: Yes, many other collections and digital
resources are present. However, Infotrac's thorough coverage and intuitive layout
make it a preferred choice for several students.
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